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The MOSCOW HiFi & High End Show-2022: 
A FEAST DURING THE PLAGUE

The Moscow HiFi & High End Show-2022 took place in The “Borodino” 
hotel from October the 13th to the 16th.

Originally the show was scheduled to take place in June, but, in March, 
due the outbreak of Russia’s “The Special Military Operation” in Ukraine 
it it was postponed by the (totally confused by the sudden common 
uncertainty) organizers till October.

Unfortunately, that uncertainty became even worse, however, Midexpo, 
the show organizers, decided to go ahead with the event (as most of 
the rooms were already fully prepaid by the exhibitors long before 
the proverbial stuff hit the fan).

This show started in 1996 with eleven demo rooms and a few years 
llater it became one of the biggest ones – if not the biggest one for a 
while – in Europe. Around the turn of the century, the Russian audio 
demand became so strong that our local market became top priority 
to a lot of audio manufacturers, however, since 2014 – the year of the 
first wave of international sanctions against Russia over its 
involvement in the crisis in the Ukraine – the local economy started 
to deteriorate and that (exacerbated by the general crisis in the High 
End End Audio) lead to the overall decline of the customer support for  
the industry here.

Nevertheless, the cheerful vibe of this show projected a completely 
different picture –despite the fact that most of the exhibitors barely 
scrapped their living, a few thousands of show visitors, mostly unaware 
of all the undercurrents behind the scene, have had a festive “business 
as usual” impression from what they saw.
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