
ASHA SIG 13 Coordinating Committee & COVID-19/Coronavirus:  

Updates and Resources (March 23, 2020) 

 

The SIG 13 Coordinating Committee would like to provide a summary of information for clinicians to 

read as well as share with their administrators during this unprecedented time. We support ASHA's 

position statement on "Service Delivery Considerations in Health Care During Coronavirus", and 

understand that that new information is becoming available daily. As new content is released, we 

will share it with the medical SLP community. The Committee understands that this situation has 

caused a lot of fearfulness. Our hope is that during this unsettling time, there is an increase in unity. 

We are all in this together with our own unique sets of circumstances. Please let us know how we 

can continue to support you. Be safe! 

 

Respectfully, 

SIG 13 (Special Interest Group: Swallowing and Swallowing Disorders) Coordinating Committee  

Coordinator: Megan M. Urban, Associate Coordinator: Rinki Varindani Desai 

Aneesha Virani, R. Jordan Hazelwood, Kara Fletcher-Larson, Tiffany Mohr, Jamila Perry Harley  

 

 

Where can I find updated COVID-19 related information from ASHA? 

 https://www.asha.org/SLP/healthcare/Service-Delivery-Considerations-in-Health-Care-

During-Coronavirus/ 

 https://www.asha.org/About/Coronavirus-Updates/ 

 

What position statements and guidelines are available? 

 https://www.asha.org/SLP/healthcare/Service-Delivery-Considerations-in-Health-Care-

During-Coronavirus/ 

 https://www.entnet.org/content/academy-supports-cms-offers-specific-nasal-policy 

 https://www.rcslt.org/learning/covid-19/rcslt-guidance (note section on PPE and COVID) 

 https://www.nbrc.org/nbrc-policy-adjustments-for-covid-19/ 

 https://dysphagiaresearch.site-ym.com/ 

 

Why are people so worried about endoscopy? 

 https://www.enttoday.org/article/otolaryngologists-may-contract-covid-19-during-surgery/ 
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https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.asha.org%2FSLP%2Fhealthcare%2FService-Delivery-Considerations-in-Health-Care-During-Coronavirus%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR38oI8nIuG4snDSr08sL8Il2KhbAMrkINGXlBXmTwtePx4OlaqOqkTQvBw&h=AT0fAhoyAYKbapo0N1sLXN7tkq7Mhhxi2kW4acZ93_dibga9fEx1Ow3vB5P4m7sutViHGe1TDeBQo0X5xjua9TrgVPsQbSr0iEII6aThhARYNdi3I3E3TEpESK7YNyPjtsF4mcmR3ALn91UIIXAU1HdWibLwSlAP3p32LA
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https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nbrc.org%2Fnbrc-policy-adjustments-for-covid-19%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR25JUymO2f-U-x1uYdVWIPS43ABlrfMrQcHwqi-dN6Tp0W98pV-5AeYOAw&h=AT1FStMsR2Ch0VFIulFHuXNxp1hESpuGlTTv7OopvTJaMHo8-V2KRO8VSyckLpVPANxd6G9xXASHt0Pvrh6WUvwFMIYhgF9NsFoxqXr06wMD-v1CS4nSysTAY9gURf-0yLmYgqat6dwlYXrUqpRBbn8VToOXrkPedfYpoQ
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fdysphagiaresearch.site-ym.com%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR29EEQUPavotk8jJRlYivu9AW7vaA4NrjdnI8TnV8nqdswT87CA4KQ0SZk&h=AT1sx_W4lhc6ONGA7zmNKiz0Jtv0o_PhTK2JrYoiTxnarQasAg1nD42nH6voo37k6WbjKJ3YxnRsNymRp1mAAKmaiOwhrOU0Nzv-nL0UTah4h12_RzwgMFoyiIdIpRQ_pxdJZaW_4tmFds6s_xojkybrrJk-EVEBZBrCxw
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fdysphagiaresearch.site-ym.com%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR29EEQUPavotk8jJRlYivu9AW7vaA4NrjdnI8TnV8nqdswT87CA4KQ0SZk&h=AT1sx_W4lhc6ONGA7zmNKiz0Jtv0o_PhTK2JrYoiTxnarQasAg1nD42nH6voo37k6WbjKJ3YxnRsNymRp1mAAKmaiOwhrOU0Nzv-nL0UTah4h12_RzwgMFoyiIdIpRQ_pxdJZaW_4tmFds6s_xojkybrrJk-EVEBZBrCxw
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.enttoday.org%2Farticle%2Fotolaryngologists-may-contract-covid-19-during-surgery%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR14DU1a5hEMZKVuPzxQKvU57h2wh3m19QsdUzG5s1BRCeUBrlcjMfPr0No&h=AT3QS2t6rblQvGgWKlEE1UZ7mngVAJ_bDZnTG36UgfgHYpFpjTBVvJRdz_wdpb9ce9GPADZzEmSVHNCCg-BqNiJXlKJNNzgum-1oJcn1V4QKMNqVLq_7bo41s_prvzMu1ugE3_9FsGz715pxpye76W8cyjV2hEgKzoPzsw
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.enttoday.org%2Farticle%2Fotolaryngologists-may-contract-covid-19-during-surgery%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR14DU1a5hEMZKVuPzxQKvU57h2wh3m19QsdUzG5s1BRCeUBrlcjMfPr0No&h=AT3QS2t6rblQvGgWKlEE1UZ7mngVAJ_bDZnTG36UgfgHYpFpjTBVvJRdz_wdpb9ce9GPADZzEmSVHNCCg-BqNiJXlKJNNzgum-1oJcn1V4QKMNqVLq_7bo41s_prvzMu1ugE3_9FsGz715pxpye76W8cyjV2hEgKzoPzsw


What is an aerosol generating procedure (AGP)? 

 https://www.rcslt.org/learning/covid-19/rcslt-guidance (see section on PPE and COVID) 

 https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4734356/ 

 https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4615563/ 

 

What resources for telemedicine are available? 

 https://www.asha.org/uploadedFiles/State-Telepractice-Policy-COVID-Tracking.pdf 

 https://blog.asha.org/2020/03/18/5-few-steps-to-get-started-in-telepractice/ 

 https://www.asha.org/Practice/reimbursement/Payment-and-Coverage-Considerations-for-

Telepractice-Services-During-Coronavirus/ 

 https://www.asha.org/About/Telepractice-Resources-During-COVID-19/ 

 https://www.asha.org/Advocacy/state/Speech-Language-hearing-Interstate-Compact/ 

What journal articles can help me learn more about telemedicine and dysphagia? 

 https://pubs.asha.org/doi/10.1044/persp2.SIG18.42 

 https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22271284 

 https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24443927 

 https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28775803 

 http://telerehab.pitt.edu/ojs/index.php/Telerehab/article/view/6093/6378 

 https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/hed.24706 

 https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22052284 

 https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1258/jtt.2009.081204 

 https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22663016 

 https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4165336/ 

 http://www.ghrnet.org/index.php/joghr/article/view/699/815 

 https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/hed.24706 

 https://pubs.asha.org/doi/10.1044/persp2.SIG13.139 

 https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/31631759 

 

What resources are available for professors and students? 

 https://www.asha.org/Certification/COVID-19-Guidance-From-CFCC/ 

 https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1VT9oiNYPyiEsGHBoDKlwLlWAsWP58sGV7A3oIuE

UG3k/edit?ts=5e6694d4#gid=1552188977 
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https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov%2Fpmc%2Farticles%2FPMC4615563%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1Wp5Ou3shHvxWaqBfAGcT3mAUZHr5jDDt4QWsY-QceCFdqaIL5fo-ZYoc&h=AT0CHR4CEuezV9ZuZN0qCbejSDGeKGCWEgz_RqzMSfK7f2QTYfhzgAKCHexPqBSxh831C14PZMxwmvT_nIw4FxWekbfRBP4xw8UxN10U0r3wDQvilbbua9z1wNbpXN-AfHINzUc_VONpiPlllDz2Agc9yGRKXIuAm1jLzQ
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.asha.org%2FuploadedFiles%2FState-Telepractice-Policy-COVID-Tracking.pdf%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0Oc1mYqvb4EuICIsXbaPdWYU9aK8ZyJhTU-ClkL3yZ9paQ_muvpEoFJto&h=AT0dA-xdoz0kvjsu-LJr405PRCp7Gh8DcsXATX_jMIhXjlVfSaBE_PwZT37X9pl45fy5LXNxcW8-yOaxb3S_LSQE8axfcsMk9k2m6XUvCrxJEsoXMw0MPcyjc9BNYPolYQeGMS7MeU_4iyOc-wduJgUpuWRCD-vliIS3oQ
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fblog.asha.org%2F2020%2F03%2F18%2F5-few-steps-to-get-started-in-telepractice%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2Bb8VzhXX-QytlAA6TpK3qJUxVfRb5hWKAtaDc7-ms0Vo2hl0WZJkAweo&h=AT2dqvVnSsKd44GAEmBKcWRbwTnFOTjHU29g6Xxioqn0CjhJ5oUJB8q_YIhfNp5ebxAcpOX2bludhFsVeUT1AcPkgVyAjwVjjqPuBeFcH2HYYwRtwypq5PqW7qG5283IsXIM_SZDMquuphMf6Px_ErYlRKIN-xLZbBz-rA
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.asha.org%2FPractice%2Freimbursement%2FPayment-and-Coverage-Considerations-for-Telepractice-Services-During-Coronavirus%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0hK89mKTYkCaQu5aF0hQgJuvUMaEZu-swWTEOI93XH_6ki7g_2045QpYQ&h=AT1Z4Ott7w8dLvLPPChO18RvDalCd1qFoy13tLTDiAdYkd-K7GbOzRk1GxNjoznQO9WQr9GJS2zjNc2xf8XBoza9CwI7KOe8bJN_oSjVTEPCebJJkChd1YOie0HcwMVuO-9ti3rb0gyYFCIH-GBH93um_yaRKoXuJVLHhrcgqS5DxDnXskM
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.asha.org%2FPractice%2Freimbursement%2FPayment-and-Coverage-Considerations-for-Telepractice-Services-During-Coronavirus%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0hK89mKTYkCaQu5aF0hQgJuvUMaEZu-swWTEOI93XH_6ki7g_2045QpYQ&h=AT1Z4Ott7w8dLvLPPChO18RvDalCd1qFoy13tLTDiAdYkd-K7GbOzRk1GxNjoznQO9WQr9GJS2zjNc2xf8XBoza9CwI7KOe8bJN_oSjVTEPCebJJkChd1YOie0HcwMVuO-9ti3rb0gyYFCIH-GBH93um_yaRKoXuJVLHhrcgqS5DxDnXskM
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.asha.org%2FAbout%2FTelepractice-Resources-During-COVID-19%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR12_gpqHpLry3xWmkKOZ2MNKn2m0IjfZYj0rqg3cAgTeGpYEIDUAQVcDmg&h=AT3ZnSluxkM9TYr94jQA6bRcT8Ql0CPwqgobVFMiiZj8YB-bG6JBOvW_pXpPx90O74NhF6_VS7NZSeg20uMPmA9UVxQEe7_h7h3Alm9J1kjZxPNCgGIABJ1m76pLbnNPkjfBYUtuQIFem5PgZVQmJcxUkwQeQkY70h7xaA
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.asha.org%2FAdvocacy%2Fstate%2FSpeech-Language-hearing-Interstate-Compact%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3Ylrby76-pJcOrechvQ97GAGOiRuyhqAJL5zwi5aK9rltNYH10ssfGg5I&h=AT3p26r64KjCKxkkvXMpXaAsEZulKnyn3HSBcefZh_eYk-PKRQiEFWIFH4k4T9fWxLax4QHAToakdyy6yVhc92gS530G66qj_1Dr-rhpU52RbLAgBN97ur0dDANQkSiAr5MwUlXUpDsIUl7BAlLm8Kp4YuQXku7m4Un99w
https://pubs.asha.org/doi/10.1044/persp2.SIG18.42?fbclid=IwAR1T8iuh_K2AOcUcdfn7KMPYlCrMCpZZ3oKdij2T5ZWaIMrZGZXqCs4AxNE
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22271284?fbclid=IwAR0aLu76BoklIGSW1-svaF0Ecr45RvdwChzD6jXON6MdXEY7Z-0dddFNTp0
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24443927?fbclid=IwAR1rW9Ap_sN7VQlWOAN7ZXZg1dRn2Ch4sSQAQzKQrUDCn9XF9oDk1hCrKzg
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28775803?fbclid=IwAR24porwUHJGYIm_1YgrfwKxXxxOLkcyozJMmIxAONbxgLnt1loQVAiIq_0
http://telerehab.pitt.edu/ojs/index.php/Telerehab/article/view/6093/6378?fbclid=IwAR3OJ2uas2IEu_g_cjcIK19lgOVeuWxxiX3nFI8LrRyFTYPZbf3n2AD7gO8
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fonlinelibrary.wiley.com%2Fdoi%2Ffull%2F10.1002%2Fhed.24706%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0gsRCj9IA0lAJvsznrApbfjwyPUbfYsZW5DC3ZsGxGIfRBiPoJHpMIw1E&h=AT3uMvQu0_dTudIpcsbFcTtOOjoPUIKl6Biay_H2I85TTmVQMXp4Ov8M6KxkNYyoJjlUsa88P5efUoHNlNeaY7Mdj2k14MvU68hMhYyZdJYAaUXJMBc8cYF_ohqcUbXf0lz43gfctlaj7KiTtyw7bM5uYU0dz_g68xgv0Q
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov%2Fpubmed%2F22052284%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2I6ubGTJwLIaDKHLUDhUaVVXa-MaICj2dYCG-TLMF-QuXYaM4wHhYiMMo&h=AT2JA5NJgI4QCCixc71rsvvADe_rNvimM8nDnLigKGyDANRLk5W9xUngU9cFlZ2IW30X_gFDp1jiPBqVT5OvOXe47YEf44OB3w0CSPcQGRmWEyjpg1TJbpKnabaXoyIcg-ACw8Ipt-t2k9O8xoERqfZtbNDn6mRC1b7HcQ
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fjournals.sagepub.com%2Fdoi%2Ffull%2F10.1258%2Fjtt.2009.081204%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0pVWRzyfesrveu8YoF5WfZBcMfZfLNHOxRsepEIpp3jYUD5K1-pbPVZbQ&h=AT1Jzean7afvCAcihSc0_LSmAlT6XBCn_KJHY3aX-QEBNOLDEpquemN_zeG49et7-Hmgvowg7XXnNTgaAbrDfkTlI4C8Rmkvdr4laRWwJ94-r40s6LLJgp15eFnyAtdN_jOMlgcWA48JU1hfI3XynZJSZ9dgBXYdIN2JDQ
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov%2Fpubmed%2F22663016%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0aFdmRV__rzA2iOcihH12oyClIi2EBJfI_IPgFlN-IxjBthhtamZK4XYw&h=AT0mWOUexNsLRRp0CvtBnvCaIC8V_77BATWCHpzb3KpBu9eu25xBbRSnCQmNeLdx8jmDjZLohUcLc6IwbbIl8aRFZXS-5SrXVNcwmntaui4kY5NcFM-S-GYjKmrmSi7vgou6fOCFFw-AethsXDvXmvGC_1qh3cRSLGTvMA
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov%2Fpmc%2Farticles%2FPMC4165336%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1jsiTmRhtbOy8xoiR173FXDM2VULnNJGeG7giczSp-RZVPSahSLiIbdyw&h=AT0zWPkSfBDnuLgFot59RK4nyWqe2_M3mtHiBcAOTKcw-5yijqsDPealZzRaZ705b7zJEDsVrlbPg0hzV9uyUu8O8moi83ONB4DUw3jCPx9YmR972_53gDu4I2NJEsV3--W0oiRu-dG7NJBKe0e_9VpaVqvb4A5QKv8jiw
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ghrnet.org%2Findex.php%2Fjoghr%2Farticle%2Fview%2F699%2F815%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1wJaEk1eVZV8zDjjlPb2kzJy-xgkiPecsNJfs4xg6kh4al_QQP5lDmFKg&h=AT0-lpEarOlotvFlKrykZp1rsFCtnuEFXRGDUk8te9kmkZyPOVoHL74AV4o2KTeT6hxe-hmu0Td_z4m_nzlVyA-4NFWSv9nJb6vKnkBRrUIeJx6AnhNIKpIP8787mvj-KWhieuxZRmRe9ZEzKKZ_jnOsyi-QnJ-b16DrYQ
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Is group therapy recommended currently? 

No – CMS is not recommending group therapy at this time. 

 

When is the ASHA 2020 Call for Papers deadline? 

This has been extended to April 16th. https://convention.asha.org/presenters/call-for-papers/ 

 

What are some talking points with administration? 

Continue to speak with your leadership regarding how you can assist in these times 

Continue to have discussions related to availability of PPE 

Request infection control guidelines specific to your facility and be aware of infection control 

resources available online such as:  

 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/infection-control/index.html 

 https://www.health.gov.au/resources/apps-and-tools/covid-19-infection-control-training 

 https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/hcwcontrols/recommendedguidanceextuse.html 

 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/guidance-risk-assesment-hcp.html 

Learn about your facility policies on essential personnel and be aware of resources: 

https://www.cisa.gov/sites/default/files/publications/CISA-Guidance-on-Essential-Critical-

Infrastructure-Workers-1-20-508c.pdf 

 

What are some tips from clinicians? 

 Create an AAC packet to give to COVID-19 units, include just in time training so RNs and 

MDs know how to use info 

 Create "virtual visit" bags with demo of feeding supplies to show to families and/or 

demonstrate during televisits 

 For outpatient SLPs that may not see coworkers, suggest a Virtual Journal Group and meet 

weekly to share your experiences 

How can I help take care of myself during this time? 

Take care of yourself. Educate others. Advocate for the vulnerable patients. Utilize resources for 

self-care, such as these:http://www.cpgh.org/self-care-toolkit, 

https://www.healthcaretoolbox.org/, https://www.headspace.com/.  

 

As SLPs, we need to be brave and be a team player and offer as much as possible with the least 

contact as possible. We are skilled clinicians. Anything we can do to support patients and our 

healthcare facilities during this time is worthwhile. Be safe, everybody! 
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