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Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi

Dated 23“’] October, 2023

OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Subject: Monthly Summary of Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas for the month of
September, 2023

The undersigned is directed to circulate herewith a copy of the Monthly Summary (Both
English & Hindi) of the Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas for the month of September,
2023.

2 This issues with the approval of the Competent Authority.
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Under Secretary to the Govt. of India

Encl.: As above

To,

Deputy Chairman, NITI Aayog, Yojana Bhavan, New Delhi
Cabinet Secretary, Rashtrapati Bhawan New Delhi

All Secretaries to Government of India

Information Officer, PIB, Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi
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) Marketing Operations

1. Approx. 3.4 lakh new LPG connections were issued during the month by Oil Marketing
Companies (OMCs)

As on 30.09.2023, there are 31.54 crore active LPG connections including 9.59 crore
PMUY connections.

2. The number of Letter of Intent (LOIl) issued and distributorships
commissioned during 01.09.2023 to 30.09.2023 on industry basis are 11 and 13
respectively.

3. As on 30.09.2023, a total of 37606 retail outlets have been solarised.

4. During September, 2023 retail prices of Petrol remained unchanged (e.g. at
Rs.96.72/litre in Delhi). Similarly, retail prices of Diesel remained unchanged (e.g. at
Rs.89.62/litre in Delhi).

5. Price of domestic LPG cylinder of 14.2 Kg remained unchanged at Rs 903 per cylinder
(in Delhi) during the month. With a targeted subsidy of Rs 200/14.2 Kg cylinder,
effective cost was Rs. 703 per cylinder (in Delhi) for PMUY consumers.

6. There is NIL under recovery on PDS Kerosene as on 1% September, 2023.

7. Prime Minister, laid the foundation stone of Downstream Petrochemical Complex and
Refinery Expansion Project at BPCL's Bina Refinery in Bina, Madhya Pradesh on
14.09.2023. The cost of project is about Rs.49,000 crore. The complete project will be
completed in 5 years and will generate 15,000 employment during construction phase.

The completion of the project will propel industrial development in Madhya Pradesh
Bundelkhand area, as it will attract large scale investment by industries using
Petrochemicals produced by BPCL's Bina Refinery, enhancing socio-economic
development and help generate about 1 lakh direct and indirect employment.

. Crude Qil

1. Domestic crude oil production during September 2023 was 2.39 MMT, which is 4.8%
lower than the target (2.51 MMT) for the month but 0.1% higher than the production



V.

(2.39 MMT) of corresponding month of last year (September 2022). Cumulative crude
oil production during April-September, 2023 was 14.69 MMT, which is 2.1% lower than
the target for the period and 0.3% lower than the production of the corresponding period
of last year (14.73 MMT).

. During September 2023, the price of the Indian Basket of Crude oil varied between

$89.75 and $97.03 per barrel and the average price for the month was $93.54 per
barrel, 8.23% higher than the average price of $86.43 per barrel for August, 2023.
Crude prices have increased by 24.84% from end June 2023 to end September 2023.

Gas supply

. Natural gas production during September 2023 was 3.03 BCM, which is 7.3% lower

than the target (3.27 BCM) for the month but 6.3% higher than the production (2.85
BCM) of corresponding month of last year (September 2022). Cumulative natural gas
production during April-September, 2023 was 17.88 BCM, which is 3.3% lower than the
target for the period but4.1% higher than the production of the corresponding period of
last year (17.18 BCM).

. As on 31.08.2023, approximately 1.159 crore PNG domestic connections have been

provided and 5953 CNG stations installed by the various CGD entities authorized by the
PNGRB.

. Under Sustainable Alternative Towards Affordable Transportation (SATAT), as on

31.08.2023, total number of Intents (LOI) is 2143 and total 49 CBG/Bio Gas Plants have
been commissioned across the country. 64 CBG plants are under construction.

Bio fuels and Ethanol Blending

. For the Ethanol Supply Year (ESY) 2022-23 (ESY: 1*' December to 31%' October) the

Oil Marketing Companies (OMCs) floated a tender for 599.7 crore litres of Ethanol
against which Letter of Intents (Lols) for 564.45 crore litres of Ethanol were issued.
OMCs have received 449.62 crore litres of ethanol as on 30.09.2023 and achieved a
cumulative blending of approx 11.69% in ESY 2022-23 so far. The Public Sector
OMCs have started dispensing E20 petrol (20% ethanol in petrol) at more than 4500
retail outlets across the country.

. During the Financial Year 2023-24, OMCs have procured 22.77 crore litres of biodiesel

for the biodiesel blending programme upto 30.09.2023.
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. Due to non-availability of FCI rice for ethanol production, OMCs are providing additional

incentive of Rs.8.46/litre and Rs.9.72/litre on the ex-mill price of ethanol manufacture
from Damaged Food Grain and Maize respectively to ensure meeting the blending
target in ESY 2022-23.

. Oil and Gas PSUs have taken various steps towards establishing Pilot and

Commercial Green Hydrogen Plants of 33.17 KTPA by 2026. GAIL has implemented
~2% Hydrogen blending in M/s Avantika Gas Network in Indore. OIL has also
implemented ~2% Hydrogen blending with natural gas for captive usage at Jorhat.

Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas has taken several initiatives in promoting the
hydrogen in transportation including the trial run of hydrogen fuel cell buses in routes
like Vadodara-Kavedia and Jorhat-Kaziranga National Park.

India’s 1%' Green Hydrogen fuel cell bus of IOCL was flagged off at Kartavya Path,
Delhi on 25" September, 2023. Total 15 such buses will be plying on specific route of
Delhi NCR to establish the performance data under Indian Operating condition.

Reducing Import Dependency

India imported 98.4 MMT of crude oil for US$ 52.7 billion during April-August 2023 as
compared to an import of 99.0 MMT for $ 77.4 billion during April-August 2022. Import
dependency on import of crude oil during Apr-August, 2023 was 87.8% as compared to
86.5% during the corresponding period of last year.

India imported 12.2 BCM of LNG for US$ 6.0 billion April-August, 2023 as compared to
LNG imports of 11.8 BCM for US$ 8.1 billion during April-August, 2022. Import
dependency on Natural Gas reduced from 46.9% during Apr-August, 2022 to 45.7%
during April-August, 2023.

GeM Procurement

For FY 2023-24, Oil PSUs procured items worth Rs.14,285.05 crore through GeM portal
till 30" September, 2023. 100% procurement is being done through GeM for items that
are available on the portal.
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International Cooperation

. Hon'ble Prime Minister of India alongwith the leaders of Singapore, Bangladesh, ltlay,

USA, Brazil, Argentina, Mauritius and UAE launched the Global Biofuels Alliance
(GBA) on the sidelines of G20 summit on 9" September 2023. GBA is an India-led
Initiative to develop an alliance of Governments, International organizations and
Industry to facilitate adoption of biofuels. 19 countries including seven G20 nations and
12 organizations have agreed to join the Global Biofuels Alliance.

. Hon’ble Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas & Housing and Urban Affairs had a

meeting with President & CEO UNICA, Dr. Evandro Gussi on 12" September, 2023
to discuss the way forward for enduring success of Global Biofuels Alliance launched by
Hon’ble PM during G20 summit.

. Hon’ble Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas & Housing and Urban Affairs had

meeting with HE Kenneth H da Nobrega, Ambassador of Brazil to India on 25"
September, 2023. Both sides discussed ways to take forward the momentous Global
Biofuels Alliance among other issues of mutual interest in urban & energy sectors
between the two countries.

. Hon'ble Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas & Housing and Urban Affairs had

meeting with H.E. Ms Katharina Wieser, Austrian Ambassador to India, Bangladesh,
Bhutan, Maldives, Nepal, Sri Lanka on 25" September, 2023 to discuss hydrocarbon
trade between the two countries.

. Secretary, Petroleum and Natural Gas co-chaired the 1st meeting (virtual) of committee

members for India- Sri Lanka Multiproduct Pipeline project with Secretary, Ministry of
Power and Energy, Government of Sri Lanka on 15" September, 2023. The meeting
was held to discuss the way forward for the project as well as explore various measures
to increase utilization of crude oil refinery in Sri Lanka and also explore opportunities in
Biofuels.

. Secretary Petroleum and Natural Gas, led a high-level Industry delegation to participate

in 24" World Petroleum Congress (WPC), Calgary, Canada from 17" — 21%
September 2023 and discussions were held on Energy Transition. During the visit,
Secretary PNG had one-on-one meetings with various officials & experts of upstream &
and downstream International oil and gas service providers such us — Katch Kan,
Computer Modelling Group (CMG) Ltd, Pharos Energy Plc., PTRC, SemiGeo, Blackfish
Industries, University of Calgary.



7. Secretary, Petroleum and Natural Gas visited Petrona's LNG Canada project near Fort
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St. John, in which IOCL has 10% Participating Interest on 20" September, 2023. The
field visit included a visit to a drill-site (Gundy Creek West pad d-D82-J/94-B-9) in the
Kobes area followed by a visit to the biggest gas plant (B-89-J) of the project with a total
processing capacity of 400 mmscfd consisting of two trains. Discussions on sourcing of
LNG & propane from this region were also initiated.

Infrastructure Development

A total of 8 Qil & Gas infrastructure projects valued Rs.4,338 Cr. (latest approved cost)
of GAIL, HPCL, MRPL and BPCL have been completed during the month of
September, 2023.
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