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OFFICE MEMORANDUM
Subject: Monthly Summary of Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas for the month of October, 2023

The undersigned is directed to circulate herewith a copy of the Monthly Summary (Both English &
Hindi) of the Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas for the month of October, 2023.

2 This issues with the approval of the Competent Authority.

e

113023
( Noas Kindo )
Under Secretary to the Govt. of India

Encl.: As above

To,
1. Deputy Chairman, NITI Aayog, Yojana Bhavan, New Delhi
2. Cabinet Secretary, Rashtrapati Bhawan New Delhi
3. All Secretaries to Government of India
4. Information Officer, PIB, Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi



Marketing Operations

1. Government has approved release of additional 75 lakh LPG connections under PMUY over the
period of 3 years from FY 2023-24 to FY 2025-26. Work has since been initiated to activate additional
PMUY connections.

Approx. 11.5 lakh new LPG connections have been issued from 01.10.2023 to 31.10.2023 on industry
basis including 8.58 lakh connections under PMUY (against the target of 75 lakh).

As on 01.11.2023, there are 31.6 crore active LPG connections including 9.67 crore PMUY
connections.

2. The number of Letter of Intent (LOD) issued and distributorships
commissioned during 01.10.2023 to 31.10.2023 on industry basis are 05 and 06 respectively. Total 77
distributorships commissioned during current financial year (Apr.-Oct., 2023).

3. As on 01.11.2023, approx. 29.26 crore LPG consumers are enrolled under the PAHAL scheme. Till
date, more than 1.14 crore customers have given up their LPG subsidy under ‘GiveltUp' campaign.

4. Enhanced Target subsidy with date of implementation :From 5"October, 2023, the targeted subsidy to
PMUY beneficiaries has been increased to Rs. 300 per 14.2 Kg refill. This subsidy is applicable for all
PMUY beneficiaries for upto 12 refills a year.

5. Enhanced distributor commissioned : With effect from 4" October, 2023, Government has revised the
Distributors’ commission on domestic LPG to Rs. 73.08 per 14.2 Kg cylinder and Rs. 36.54 per 5.0 kg
cylinder. However, Retail Selling Price of domestic LPG remained unchanged.

6. Ason 31.10.2023, a total of 38161 retail outlets have been solarised.

7. During October, 2023 retail prices of Petrol remained unchanged (e.g. at Rs.96.72/litre in Delhi).
Similarly, retail prices of Diesel remained unchanged (e.g. at Rs.89.62/litre in Delhi).

8. Price of domestic LPG cylinder of 14.2 Kg remained unchanged at Rs. 903 per cylinder (in Delhi).
With a targeted subsidy of Rs 300/14.2 Kg cylinder, effective cost was Rs. 603 per cylinder (in Delhi)
for PMUY consumers.

9. There is NIL under recovery on PDS Kerosene as on 1 October, 2023.

II.  Crude Qil

1. Domestic crude oil production during October 2023 was 2.49 MMT, which is 3.1% lower than the
target (2.57 MMT) for the month but 1.3% higher than the production (2.46 MMT) of corresponding
month of last year (October 2022). Cumulative crude oil production during April-October, 2023 was
17.17 MMT, which is 2.3% lower than the target (17.56 MMT) for the period and 0.1% lower than the
production of the corresponding period of last year (17.19 MMT).
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2. During October 2023, the price of the Indian Basket of Crude oil varied between $ 85.66 and $ 93.85

per barrel and the average price for the month was $ 90.08 per barrel, 3.7% lower than the average
price of $ 93.54 per barrel for September, 2023.

Gas supply

Natural gas production during October 2023 was 3.16 BCM, which is 5.0% lower than the target (3.33
BCM) for the month and 9.4% higher than production (2.89 BCM) of corresponding month of last year
(October 2022). Cumulative natural gas production during April-October, 2023 was 21.04 BCM, which
is 3.6% lower than the target (21.83 BCM) for the period but 4.8% higher than the production of the
corresponding period of last year (20.08 BCM).

As on 31.08.2023, approximately 1.159 crore PNG domestic connections have been provided and
5953 CNG stations installed by the various CGD entities authorized by the PNGRB.

Under Sustainable Alternative Towards Affordable Transportation (SATAT), as on 30.09.2023, total
number of Intents (LOI) is 2176 and total 50 CBG/Bio Gas Plants have been commissioned across the
country. 63 CBG plants are under construction. Sale of CBG has been initiated from more than 130
retail outlets till now. CBG is also being supplied to industrial consumers.

In furtherance of M/o Petroleum & Natural Gas guidelines dated 09.04.2021 and 06.05.2022, the
synchronization scheme for co-mingling of domestic gas for supply for Compressed Natural Gas
(Transport) & Piped Natural Gas (Domestic) segments of City Gas Distribution Networks has been
extended for a further period of 10 Years.

The 12"City Gas Distribution Bidding Round by PNGRB, covering 7 Geographic Areas across 5
states & 2 UTs, was launched by Hon'ble Minister on 12" October, 2023.

Bio fuels and Ethanol Blending

For the Ethanol Supply Year (ESY) 2022-23 (ESY: 1 December to 31* October) the Oil Marketing
Companies (OMCs) floated a tender for 599.7 crore litres of Ethanol against which Letter of Intents
(Lols) for 567 crore litres of Ethanol were issued. During ESY 2022-23, the public sector OMCs have
achieved a cumulative blending of over 12% for Ethanol Supply Year 2022-23. The Public Sector
OMCs have started dispensing E20 petrol (20% ethanol in petrol) at more than 6000 retail outlets
across the country.

During the Financial Year 2023-24, OMCs have procured 25.23 crore litres of biodiesel for the bio-
diesel blending programmeupto 31.10.2023.

Oil and Gas PSUs have taken various steps towards establishing Pilotand Commercial Green
Hydrogen Plants of 33.17 KTPA by 2026. GAIL has implemented ~2% Hydrogen blending in
M/s Avantika Gas Network in Indore. OIL has also implemented ~2% Hydrogen blending with natural
gas for captive usage at Jorhat.

Reducing Import Dependency

India imported 115.8 MMT of crude oil for US$ 63.7 billion during April-September 2023 as compared
to an import of 115.5 MMT for $ 89.1 billion during April-September 2022. Import dependency in case
of crude oil during April-September 2023 was 87.5% as compared to 86.5% during the corresponding
period of last year.
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India imported 15.11 BCM (for US$ 6.6 billion) of LNG during April-September 2023 as
compared to import of 13.68 BCM for US$ 9.4 billion during April-September 2022 period. Import
dependency in Natural Gas reduced from 46.3% during April-September 2022 to 44.9% during April-
September, 2023,

GeM Procurement

For FY 2023-24, Oil PSUs procured items worth Rs.16,233.48 crore through GeM portal till <l s
October, 2023. 100% procurement is being done through GeM for items that are available on the
portal.

International Cooperation

A. Hon'ble Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas led an Industry Delegation from 2-4" October, 2023 to

participate in ADIPEC 2023, Abu Dhabi - the world’s most influential gathering for energy industry. At
ADIPEC, the Hon'ble Minister inaugurated the India Pavilion and participated in the spotlight session
on '‘Energy Talks: India’s energy industry: from diversification to economic growth’. The Hon'ble
Minister also had bilateral engagements with Energy Ministers, Heads of International Organizations,
and CEQOs of Global oil & gas companies as under:

a. H.E. Suhail Mohamed Al Mazrouei, Minister of Energy and Infrastructure, UAE

b. H.E. Dr. Sultan Ahmed Al Jaber Minister of Industry & AT of UAE; MD & Group CEO of
ADNOC Group, & President-Designate for COP28 UAE in Abu Dhabi.

c. H.E.Tarek El Molla, Minister of Petroleum & Mineral Resources of Egypt

d. Rt. Hon. ObongememEkperikpeEkpo&Senator Heineken Lokpobiri, Hon'ble Ministers of
State Petroleum Resources (Qil), Federal Republic of Nigeria

e. Mr Joseph McMonigle, Secretary General |IEF

f. Mr. Haitham Al Ghais, Secretary General OPEC

g. CEOs and Senior executives of global oil & gas companies like BP, Total Energies, Equinor,
Schlumberger, Occidental, Baker Hughes.

Hon'ble Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas had a meeting with H.E. Dr. Philipp Ackermann,
German Ambassador on 27" Oct.'2023 and held discussions on areas of mutual cooperation in
urban development & energy sectors.

Hon'ble Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas & Housing and Urban Affairs led a high-level
ministerial and industrial delegation to Mozambique from 29" Oct’2023 to 31% Oct.'2023.
Mozambique has emerged as a preferred destination for oil companies globally, in view of large
discoveries & potential development of LNG projects. In Mozambique, the Hon'ble Minister had key
engagements as under:

a. The Hon'ble Minister called on the President of Mozambique, H.E. Mr. Filipe Jacinto
Nyusiand discussed matters of mutual interest.

b. The Hon'ble Minister had bilateral meetings with HE Carlos Zacarias, Minister of Mineral
Resources & Energy of Mozambique and H.E. Mr. Max Tonela, Minister of Economy &
Finance.

c. Hon'ble Minister met CEO of Total Energies, Mozambique LNG Project and reviewed the
status of the $20 billion LNG Project at Cabo Delgado province.

d. Hon'ble Minister and the accompanying delegation visited the 7500 hectares site of India’s
LNG project in Mozambique's Cabo Delgado province & the 13 MMTPA LNG trains.
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Secretary, Petroleum and Natural Gas, attended ADIPEC 2023 on 2™ Oct., 2023 and participated in
the Ministerial session ‘Navigating Energy and Geopolitics in the New Worid Order’, where he
emphasized the need for energy security, affordability, and reliability. He also had separate meetings
with CEOs and senior executives of oil & gas companies like Nabors Drilling, RPS Energy & API.

Secretary, Petroleum and Natural Gas as the Interim Director General of Global Biofuels Alliance
(GBA) chaired the inaugural meeting of the Temporary Executive Committee (TEC) virtually on 26"
Oct., 2023. TEC deliberated on the governance framework and action plan for GBA. The TEC also
discussed GBA participation at international forums and other issues of mutual cooperation.

Infrastructure Development

A total of 3 oil & gas infrastructure projects valued at Rs.1,455 Cr. of HPCL and APGDCL have been
completed during the month of October, 2023.

Miscellaneous

MoPNG co-chaired a virtual meeting with Mrs. ZeenatGuness-Goolbar, Permanent Secretary,
Ministry of Energy and Public Utilities, Mauritius on 19" Oct.'2023 where both sides discussed the
important potential of the Global Biofuels Alliance in bringing innovative solutions, promoting biofuels
as an important pathway for energy transition while supporting energy security.

MoPNG co-chaired a virtual meeting with Oman on 26" Oct.'2023 to explore ways of enhancing
hydrocarbon strategic partnership. Both sides discussed entering into long-term contracts across the
entire hydrocarbon value chain.

MoPNG chaired the 5" Technical meeting under the India-OPEC Energy Dialogue virtually on 27"
Oct., 2023. Both sides deliberated on the importance of ensuring oil market affordability for consuming
countries. India-OPEC also emphasized increased consumer-producer cooperation to address such
concerns.

There was an incident of blow-out of a closed OIL oil well (NHK-67) near Duliajan on 19" October,
2023 after some miscreants damaged the adopter spool of the well leading to uncontrolled flow of
fluids, mainly water. The well was producing gas till 2011 and was shut in 2016 due to depletion of
reserves. The blow-out was capped successfully by the in-house Crisis Management Team of the
company on 22™ October, 2023. Subsequently, the well has been killed. There was no loss of life or
property as a result of blow-out.
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