F.No.J- 25011/89/2020-Gen
Government of India
Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas

(General Section)
Dated : \may, 2023

OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Subject: Monthly Summary of Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas for the
month of April 2023

The undersigned is directed to circulate herewith a copy of the Monthly
Summary (Both English & Hindi) of the Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas for the
month of March, 2023.

2. This issues with the approval of the Competent Authority.

2

( Ranjit Kumar )
Under Secretary to the Govt. of India

Encl.: As above

To,

Deputy Chairman, NITI Aayog, Yojana Bhavan, New Delhi
Cabinet Secretary, Rashtrapati Bhawan New Delhi

All Secretaries to Government of India

Information Officer, PIB, Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi
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Monthly Summary of Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas for the month of
April, 2023

Marketing Operations

. Approx. 2.7 lakh new LPG connections were issued during the month by Oil

Marketing Companies (OMCs).

As on 30.04.2023, there are 31.43 crore active LPG connections including
9.59 crore PMUY connections.

. In LPG, the number of Letter of Intents (Lols) issued and distributorships

commissioned, during the period (01.04.2023 to 28.04.2023) are 04 and 05
respectively.

. As on 30.04.2023, a total of 36,309 retail outlets have been solarised.

. During April, 2023, retail prices of Petrol remained unchanged (e.g. at

Rs.96.72/litre in Delhi). Similarly, retail prices of Diesel remained unchanged
(e.g. at Rs. 89.62/litre in Delhi).

. Price of domestic LPG cylinder of 14.2 kg also remained unchanged

at Rs.1103 per cylinder (in Delhi). With a targeted subsidy of Rs.200/14.2 Kg
cylinder, effective cost was Rs.903 per cylinder (in Delhi) for PMUY
consumers.

Crude Qil

. Domestic crude oil production during April 2023 was 2374 TMT, which is

showing 96.1% achievement over the production (2470 TMT) of
corresponding month of last year (April, 2022). Crude oil production during
April-March, 2022-23 was 29179 TMT.

. During April 2023, the price of the Indian Basket of Crude oil varied between

$78.45 and $87.45 per barrel and the average price for the month was $83.76
per barrel, 6.6% higher than the average price of $78.54 per barrel for March,
2023.
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Gas supply

. Natural gas production during April 2023 was 2757 MMSCM, which is

showing 97.5% achievement over the production (2827 MMSCM) of
corresponding month of last year (April, 2022). Natural gas production during
April-March, 2022-23 was 34450 MMSCM.

. As on 28.02.2023, approximately 107.56 lakh PNG domestic connections

have been provided by the various CGD entities, authorized by the PNGRB.

. Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs has approved the revised Domestic

Gas Pricing Guidelines and accordingly Notification for the same issued on
7th  April, 2023.

Bio fuels and Ethanol Blending

. For the Ethanol Supply Year (ESY) 2022-23 (ESY: 18! December to 31

October) the Oil Marketing Companies (OMCs) floated a tender for 599.7
crore litres of Ethanol against which Letters of Intent (Lols) for 518.35 crore
litres of Ethanol were issued. OMCs have received 220.31 crore litres of
ethanol during the ESY 2022-23, enabling a blending percentage of 11.79%
for the month of April and cumulative blending of 11.61% for the ESY 2022-
29,

For the month, 231 Letters of Intent (Lols) have been issued under SATAT
scheme for Compressed Bio-Gas (CBG) production, bringing the total to 4310
Lols. A total of 47 CBG plants are already operational across the country.

Reducing Import Dependency

India imported 232.4 MMT of crude oil for US$ 158.3 billion during April-
March 2022-23 as compared to an import of 212.4 MMT for $ 120.7 billion
during April-March 2021-22. Import dependency in case of crude oil during
Apr-Mar 2022-23 was 87.3% as compared to 85.5% during the corresponding
period of last year.

India imported 26,647 MMSCM (US$ 17.9 billion) of LNG during April-
March 2022-23 as compared to LNG imports of 31,028 MMSCM @ US$ 13.5
billion during the Apr- March 2021-22 period. Import dependency in case of
Natural Gas improved from 48.2% during Apr-Mar 2021-22 to 44.2% during
Apr-Mar 2022-23.
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Exploration

Secretary(P&NG) visited Chennai for discussions with Government of Tamil
Nadu at Vijayawada with Government of Andhra Pradesh and Mumbai with
Government of Maharashtra on licenses and clearances etc with regard to
pending Petroleum Mining Leases (PML) and Petroleum Exploration Licenses
by these States as well as resolving bottlenecks to progress of various
projects.

GeM Procurement

Oil PSUs procured items worth Rs.2091.64 Crore through GeM portal till 30™
April, 2023. 100% procurement is being done through GeM for items that are
available on the portal.

International Cooperation

Hon’ble Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas & Housing and Urban Affairs
had a meeting with H.E Mr. Andreas Carlson, Minister for Infrastructure and
Housing, Sweden on 21% April 2023 to discuss the issues relating to
cooperation in Hydrocarbons sector and Smart Cities.

Secretary, MoP&NG represented the Ministry, and the Indian energy vertical
in the 24th Session of India — Russia Inter-Governmental Commission on
Trade, Economic, Scientific, Technical and Cultural Cooperation (headed by
the Hon'ble EAM from Indian Side) held on 18th April 2023. During the
session on energy, the sides reviewed the current status of the energy
relations between India and Russia.

Secretary, MoP&NG met H.E. Pavel Sorokin First Deputy Minister, Ministry of
Energy, Russian Federation on 18th April 2023 wherein the sides reviewed
the current and future status of cooperation in oil & gas sector including
Indian investments in Russia, resolving trade related issues such as long term
LNG supply; payments, insurance and shipping constraints etc.

MoP&NG co-chaired 4™ JWG on Petroleum and Natural Gas with Nepal in
Kathmandu on 26" April 2023. Both Sides emphasized the importance of
strengthening & expanding infrastructure projects in Nepal to enhance energy
security.

MoP&NG held a technical workshop through VC for Jamaican delegation on
20™ April 2023 for promoting circular economy & Hon’ble Prime Minister of
India’s LIFE mission. Best practises on utilising waste plastic and rubber in
Asphalt for road construction was shared by technical experts from Indian Oil
PSUs.



6. MoP&NG had a virtual workshop between India & Saudi Arabia on 12t April
2023 which covered Pradhan MantriUjjwalaYojana (PMUY) & LPG Pricing.
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IX.  Infrastructure Development

A total of 5 Oil & Gas infrastructure projects valued Rs.3,291 Cr. (latest
approved cost) of GAIL, OIL, ONGC and IOCL have been completed during
the month of April, 2023.

X. Miscellaneous

SAKSHAM 2023, a PCRA event with tagline “Energy Conservation
Towards ‘Net Zero” was inaugurated by Hon’ble MoS (PNG, Labour &
Employment) on 24.4.2023 in Delhi. The event, scheduled from the period 24™ April
to 8™ May, 2023, is an important national program initiated by Government of India
for Energy Security, Sustainable Development and Environment Protection of our
Country.
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