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l.

Marketing Operations

. Government had in September, 2023 approved release of an additional 75 lakh LPG

connections under PMUY over the period of 3 years from FY 2023-24 to FY 2025-
26. As on 01.04.24, Qil Marketing Companies (OMCs) have released 74.08 lakh PMUY
connections against the target of 75 lakh.

During the month, approximately 9.2 lakh new domestic LPG connections were
provided by public sector OMCs, including 6.05 lakh connections under PMUY.

As of 01.04.2024, there were 32.41 crore active LPG connections, including 10.33 crore
PMUY connections.

. The number of Letters of intent (LOI) issued, and distributorships commissioned from

01.03.2024 to 31.03.2024 on an industry basis are 05 and 25, respectively. 136
distributorships have been commissioned during the current Financial Year (Apr-
Mar'24).

. As a part of 'Viksit Bharat Sankalp Yatra' held across the country from 15" November

2023 to February 2024, OMCs organized a campaign to raise awareness through
outreach activities to achieve saturation of PMUY. During the campaign, over 23 lakh
PMUY applications were received and more than 33 lakh Biometric Aadhaar
authentications were successfully completed.

. OMC launched a targeted safety campaign on 05.03.2024 across the country wherein

safety checks were carried out at the LPG consumer premises. The safety checks were
launched with “Khushiyan Aab Teen Guna” theme. As on 31.03.2024, OMCs have
completed 12.14 lacs safety checks.

. As on 31.03.2024, a total of 66,517 retalil outlets have been solarized.

. Retail prices of Petrol and Diesel were reduced by Rs.2/litre on 15" March 2024 and

the current prices of Petrol and Diesel at Delhi is Rs.94.72/litre and Rs.87.62/litre
respectively.

. On the occasion of Women's Day, the administered retail selling price of 14.2 Kg

domestic LPG cylinder was reduced by Rs.100/-. Currently Retail Selling Price of
domestic LPG at Delhi w.e.f. 8" March 2024 is Rs. 803 per 14.2 Kg cylinder. With a
targeted subsidy of Rs 300/14.2 Kg cylinder for PMUY consumers, the effective
cost was Rs.503 per 14.2 Kg cylinder (and proportionately pro-rated for 5 Kg
cylinder) in Delhi.



8. There was NIL under-recovery on PDS Kerosene during March, 2024.

9. Amendments in the Pefroleum Rules, 2002 have Been carried out and notified on
04.03.2024 to facilitate Ease of Doing Business. This will enable import of Petroleum
products by Air for R&D. The amendment also allows import of 1ISO Tank Container,,
transport of petroleum in [SO Tank Container etc.

10. Amendments in the Lubricating Oil & Greases (Processing, Supply and Distribution
Regulation) Order, 1987 were carried out and notified on 12.03.2024 to facilitate ease
of doing business and provide a level playing field in terms of opportunities to lubricant
manufacturers by creating certain criteria whereby any willing company can apply to
Govt, of India for conducting business.

11, Amendments in Motor Spirit & High Speed Diesel (Regulation of Supply, Distribution
and Prevention of Malpractices) Order, 2005 have been carried out and notified on
15.03.2024 to facilitate sale of different blends of ethanol in Motor Spirit.

Crude Qil

1. Domestic crude oil production during March 2024 was 2.50 MMT, which is 1.2% lower
than the target (2.53 MMT) for the month and 1.8% higher when compare to the
production (2.46 MMT) of corresponding month of last year (March 2023). Cumulative
crude oil production during April-March, 2023-24 was 29.35 MMT, which is 2.2% lower
than the target (30.00 MMT) for the period and 0.6% higher than the production of the
corresponding period of last year (29.18 MMT).

2. During the month, the price of the Indian Basket of Crude oil varied between $82.53
and $86.61 per barrel and the average price for the month was $84.49 per barrel, 3.5%
higher than the average price of $81.62 per barrel for February, 2024.

3, To ascertain the hydrocarbon potential of the Continental Shelf area beyond the current
EEZ boundary of 200 Nautical Miles, the Ministry has, on 26" March, 2024, approved
the proposal "Appraisal of areas in India’s Extended Continental Shelf (ECS)”
for conducting 2D broadband Seismic Data Acquisition, Processing and Interpretation
(API) of ~30,000 Line Kilometers’ having a budgetary outlay of Rs.410 crore.

4. The first Field Development Plan of OALP regime under Hydrocarbon Exploration &
Licensing Policy relating to Jaya Gas & Condensate discovery in block CB-ONHP-
2017/2 in Gujarat has been approved on 01.03.2024.

5. Mangalore Refinery and Petrochemicals Limited (MRPL) received the first ever
shipment of crude oil from the Oil and Natural Gas Corporation’s (ONGC) KG-DWN
08/2 Block on 9" March 2024. This new crude oil from KG 98/2 was brought to



Mangalore by a ship named Swarna Sindhu, which was flagged off by Hon'ble Prime
Minister on 2™ March 2024.

6. The highest number of exploration and development wells were drilled by ONGC (541)
and OIL (61) for FY 2023-24.

. Gas supply

1. Natural gas production during March 2024 was 3.13 BCM, which is 5.9% lower than the
target (3.33 BCM) for the month and 6.0% higher than production (2.96 BCM) of
corresponding month of last year (March 2023). Cumulative natural gas production
during April-March, 2023-24 was 36.43 BCM, which is 4.6% lower than the target
(38.18 BCM) for the period and 5.8% higher than the production of the corresponding
period of last year (34.45 BCM).

2. As on 29" February 2024, approximately 1.26 crore PNG (Piped Natural Gas) domestic
connections have been provided and 6456 CNG (Compressed Natural Gas) stations
installed by the various CGD (City Gas Distribution) entities authorized by the PNGRB.

3. Under Sustainable Alternative Towards Affordable Transportation (SATAT), total
number of active Letters of Intent (LOIs) issued till 1% March, 2024 is 1962. A total of 58
CBG (Compressed Bio Gas) / Bio Gas Plants have been commissioned across the
country so far and around 53 CBG plants are under various stages of construction.
Scheme for providing financial assistance to CBG producers for procurement of
biomass aggregation machinery to support coliection of biomass has been approved by
Government, and guidelines issued on 02.02.2024. Also, notification regarding blending
of CBG in CNG (T) and PNG (D) segments of CGD networks has also been issued on
27.02.2024.

4. A workshop under the aegis of Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas was organized on
11" March, 2024 to sensitize all stakeholders (including financial insfitutions) about
setting up of CBG Plants and related issues.

5. Government has approved “Scheme for Development of Pipeline Infrastructure (DPI)
for injection of Compressed Bio Gas (CBG) in City Gas Distribution (CGD) Network™ on
15th March, 2024.

6. Minister of Petroleum & Natural Gas, through video conferencing on 05" March 2024,
inaugurated 201 CNG stations set up by 15 City Gas Distribution (CGD) entities of
GAIL in 52 Geographical Areas (GAs) across 17 states and India’s first small-
scale LNG unit set up by GAIL at its Vijaipur LPG plant.



CGD entities have reduced the retail consumer price of CNG by Rs 2.50 per kg across
all geographical areas of IGL from 6 AM on 7th March 2024. The revised selling price of
CNG in Delhi is Rs 74.09 per kg, while it is Rs 78.70 per kg in Noida, Greater Noida and
Ghaziabad.

V. Bio fuels and Ethanol Blending

V.

1.

. During Ethanol Supply Year 2023-24 (1 November to 31* October), the Public Sector

OMCs have procured 224.46 crore litres ethanol and achieved blending of approx
11.96% upto 31.03.2024 despite restrictions on ethanol from Sugarcane Juice, B-Heavy
molasses and Damaged Food Grains. OMCs are currently dispensing E20 petrol (20%
ethanol in petrol) at more than 13364 retail outlets across the country.

During the Financial Year 2023-24, OMCs have procured 43.99 crore litres (cumulative)
of bio-diesel under the Bio-diesel programme. For the particufar month of March, 2024
OMCs have procured 4.57 crore litres of Bio-diesel.

Qil and Gas PSUs have taken various steps towards establishing Pilot and Commercial
Green Hydrogen Plants of ~32 KTPA by 2026.

Minister of Petroleum & Natural Gas, launched '‘ETHANOL 100", a revolutionary
automotive fuel at IndianQil Retail Outlet in New Dethi on 15™ March 2024. Customers
can avail 'ETHANOL 100" at select 183 retail outlets in Maharashtra, Karnataka, Uttar
Pradesh, New Delhi, and Tamil Nadu.

Reducing Import Dependency

India imported 212.6 MMT of crude ail for US$ 120.8 billion during April —February
2023-24 as compared to an import of 211.8 MMT for $ 146.6 billion during April-
February 2022-23. Import dependency of crude oil during April-February 2023-24 was
87.7% as compared to 87.2% during the corresponding period of last year.

India imported 27.93 BCM of LNG for US$12.0 billion during April-February 2023-24
as compared to LNG imports of 23.76BCM for US$ 15.9 billion during April-February
2022-23 period. Import dependencyof Natural Gas during April-February 2023-24 was
46.1% as compared to 43.6% during the corresponding period of last year 2022-23.



VI

VII.

VI,

GelM Procurement

For FY 2023-24, Oil PSUs procured items worth Rs.33390.43 crore through GeM portal
till 31* March, 2024, as compared to Rs,28064.52 crores procured till 31% March, 2023
in the previous year. 100% procurement is being done through GeM for items that are
available on the portal either through catalogue / Custom / BoQ bidding.

International Cooperation

MOP&NG chaired 2™ Sub-committee meeting of Global Biofuel Alliance(GBA)
members comprising of US, Brazil, Italy and Kenya, on 14" March 2024. The mesting,
held virtually, endorsed Burundi, Panama, and WBA as members of the GBA. The
outcome of this meeting will be presented to the physical meeting of the Temporary
Executive Committee being held in Brasilia on 17" April 2024, under the Chairmanship
of Interim DG, GBA on the sidelines of the 2™ Energy Transitions Working Group.

Infrastructure Development

A total of 25 Oil & Gas infrastructure projects valued at € 24,783 Cr. (latest approved

cost) of I0CL, HPCL, BPCL, and OIL have been completed during the month of March, 2024.
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