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a 

N A Y A L S I T U A T I O N . 


General Review. 


S h i p p i n g losses have been modera te and well below t h e weekly average 
for the wa r . 

Successful opera t ions have been c a r r i e d ou t by H . M . sh ips i n the W e s t e r n 
M e d i t e r r a n e a n and the P e r s i a n Gulf. 

T h e number of a t t a c k s on U - B o a t s by a i r c r a f t in t h e N o r t h - W e s t e r n 
A p p r o a c h e s h a s been except ional ly h igh . 

Home Waters . 
2. The F ree F r e n c h S u b m a r i n e Rubis torpedoed a F i n n i s h m e r c h a n t s h i p 

off Norway , on the 21st, a t close r a n g e . T h e Rubis w a s d a m a g e d by t h e explosions, 
a n d forced to r e t u r n on the surface escorted by H . M . Sh ips a n d o u r a i r c r a f t . 

H . M . S . Southern Prince (minelayer) w a s torpedoed 70 miles west of the 
Faroes , b u t w a s able to r e t u r n t o p o r t a t reduced speed. 

H . M . Net layer Tonbriclge was sunk by bombs off Y a r m o u t h . H .M . Sloop 
Black Sivan, whi le escor t ing a coastal convoy, was damaged by a n e a r miss off 
M i l f o r d H a v e n , and re turned, to p o r t w i t h two unexploded bombs on b o a r d ; these 
were successfully removed. T h e l igh thouse a t Myggenaes , Fa roes , w a s bombed 
a n d the wireless s t a t i on d a m a g e d d u r i n g the af te rnoon of the 24 th . 

A n enemy a i r c r a f t w a s shot down by H .M . T r a w l e r Brabant off t he 
N o r t h u m b r i a n coast. 

A p p r o x i m a t e l y 23,900 tons of enemy s h i p p i n g have been sunk or seriously 
d a m a g e d d u r i n g t h e week by a i r c r a f t of the Bomber a n d Coasta l Commands . 

Northern Waters. 
3. H . M . S u b m a r i n e Tigris torpedoed and sank a m e r c h a n t s h i p of 3,000 

 tons off t he N o r w e g i a n coast. 
A laden a m m u n i t i o n s h i p of 5,000 tons and a 2,000-ton m e r c h a n t vessel were 

s u n k in Pe tsa ino h a r b o u r by a R u s s i a n submar ine . 

North Atlant ic . 
4. D u r i n g the n i g h t of the 2 3 r d / 2 4 t h , H . M . Corvet te Zinnia, whi le 

e scor t ing an ou tward -bound G i b r a l t a r convoy, w a s torpedoed a n d s u n k to t h e 
w e s t w a r d of Opor to . De ta i l s of the a t t a c k on the convoy a re given in 
P a r a g r a p h 11 . 

H . M . C a n a d i a n A r m e d M e r c h a n t Cru i se r Prince David r e p o r t e d on the 21st 
t h a t she h a d s ighted a n d lost touch w i t h an u n k n o w n enemy sh ip , which she 
believed to be a heavy cruiser , 700 miles E . N . E . of Be rmuda . 

M e d i t e r r a n e a n . 
5. The G i b r a l t a r Force , compr i s ing H . M . S h i p s Nelson, Ark Royal, 

Hermione, Manxman (minelayer) a n d five destroyers, c a r r i ed o u t opera t ions in 
t h e W e s t e r n M e d i t e r r a n e a n d u r i n g t h e week. E a r l y on the 24 th a i r c r a f t f rom 
H . M . S . Ark Royal set on fire the cork forests a n d successfully a t t a c k e d factories 
i n the ne ighbourhood of Tempio , N o r t h e r n S a r d i n i a . D u r i n g the day submar ine 
a n d a i r c r a f t r epor t s i n d i c a t e d t h a t I t a l i a n forces to ta l l ing t h r e e ba t t lesh ips , six 
c ru i s e r s a n d numerous des t royers were a t sea between S a r d i n i a a n d Sicily. T h e 
G i b r a l t a r Force proceeded to t h e sou thward , b u t was unable to m a k e contact , as 
a i r reconnaissance fa i led to locate the enemy. A repor t received about n igh t fa l l 
showed t h e enemy to be too f a r to t h e e a s t w a r d for a i r a t t ack , a n d t h e G i b r a l t a r 
Force r e t u r n e d to po r t . A C a n t f loatplane, wh ich was shadowing on the af ter­
noon of the 24th, was d a m a g e d by nava l fighters a n d a J u . 52 w a s shot down. 
Some of t h e I t a l i a n forces w e r e r epo r t ed on the 26th en t e r i ng the S t r a i t s of 
Mess ina from the n o r t h w a r d , a n d all a r e believed to have r e t u r n e d to ha rbour . 



H . M . S u b m a r i n e Torbay h a s reached A l e x a n d r i a w i t h 130 B r i t i s h a n d Al l ied 
t roops on board from Crete . P r e v i o u s to e m b a r k i n g these t roops she sank a 
la rge I t a l i a n schooner off C a p e M a t a p a n . H . M . S u b m a r i n e Unbeaten, on the 
19th, a t t a c k e d a southbound convoy of four fas t l iners to the south-west of 
Mazza ra , Sicily, a n d ob ta ined one h i t w i t h a torpedo. On the fol lowing day H . M . 
S u b m a r i n e Unique, off Tr ipo l i , a lso a t t a c k e d four l i ne r s escorted by destroyers , 
and c la imed th ree h i t s on t h e I t a l i a n S.S. Esperia (11,398 tons). H . M . S u b m a r i n e 
Upholder sank a l aden 2,000-ton m e r c h a n t sh ip a n d ob ta ined two to rpedo h i t s 
on/tfcg" I t a l i a n Flee t Oiler jF&rvisio (5,404 tuvxb) off t he nor th -wes t of Sicily. 

H . M . Submar ines P.32 and P.33 a r e overdue from pa t ro l , and P-.33 mus t be 
considered lost. 

H . M . S . Phoebe was to rpedoed by an a i r c r a f t n o r t h of B a r d i a on the 
27th a n d r e t u r n e d to po r t a t reduced speed. E a r l i e r in the week H . M . Dest royer 
Nizam w a s bombed and s topped by a near miss w h e n r e t u r n i n g to base from 
Tobruk, b u t w a s able to proceed. 

D u r i n g the week n ine F r e n c h m e r c h a n t sh ips ( u p w a r d s of 24,400 tons) east­
w a r d a n d four (17,947 tons) w e s t w a r d have passed G i b r a l t a r unde r escort . 

Persian Gulf. 
6. A m i l i t a r y force w a s l anded on the P e r s i a n coast from H . M . S h i p s on t h e 

25th A u g u s t . I n t h e course of the opera t ions , two P e r s i a n sloops, Babr a n d 
Palang (950 tons, bu i l t 1931, th ree 4-inch) were sunk, a n d four gunboats , a depot 
ship, t w o tugs a n d a floating dock of 6,000 tons capac i ty were c a p t u r e d . One 
merchan t sh ip w a s sunk a n d seven were cap tu red , of which the G e r m a n Hohenfels 
(7,862 tons) a n d the Sturmfels (6,288 tons) were u n d a m a g e d , a n d five others , 
t hough sabotaged, can be r epa i r ed . A d m i r a l Bayender , the Commander - in -Chie f 
of the nava l a n d m i l i t a r y forces in
casual t ies were one officer and t h r e e r a

 Sou th P e r s i a , was
t i n g s wounded . 

 ki l led. B r i t i s h nava l 

Anti-Submarine Operations. 
7. T h e r e were e igh teen a t t a c k s on U-boa t s d u r i n g the week, four teen by 

a i r c r a f t a n d four by sur face sh ips . One a t t a ck by a des t royer w a s m a d e west of 
Cape F i n i s t e r r e a n d one by a i r c r a f t to t h e w e s t w a r d of Lisbon. Al l the r e m a i n d e r 
took p lace i n the N o r t h - W e s t e r n A p p r o a c h e s between the l a t i t udes of Ga lway 
and the Fa roes . One U-boa t is believed to have been severely d a m a g e d and a n 
a t t a c k by H . M . T r a w l e r Vascama appea red promis ing . H i t s were claimed 
on two o ther occasions, bu t the re w a s no definite evidence of des t ruc t ion . 

Enemy Intell igence. 
German. 

8. N o changes have been r e p o r t e d in the pos i t ions of t h e m a i n G e r m a n un i t s . 
A n a l y s i s of a i r p h o t o g r a p h s shows t h a t the re have been considerable delays 

in bu i ld ing in some sh ipya rds , p a r t i c u l a r l y in t h e complet ion of U-boa ts . 

Raiders. 
9. I t is e s t ima ted t h a t the re a r e four sur face r a i d e r s a t large, one each in the 

Pacific, I n d i a n a n d Sou th A t l a n t i c Oceans and the four th in e i t he r t h e N o r t h or 
South A t l a n t i c . 

U-boats. 
10. A b o u t t h i r t y G e r m a n U-boa t s a n d six or seven I t a l i a n s have been opera t ­

ing i n t h e A t l a n t i c . Most of t h e G e r m a n s have opera ted in the a r e a between the 
nor th -wes te rn coast of I r e l a n d (Ft) a n d the sou th of I ce l and (C). O the r s were to 
the w e s t w a r d of P o r t u g a l and two or th ree a r e believed to be in t h e Sou th 
A t l a n t i c . 

Enemy Attack on Seaborne Trade. 

11. S h i p p i n g casual t ies so f a r r epor t ed have a g a i n been well below the 
average, in s p i t e of a t t a c k s on t w o convoys. U-boa t s con t inued the i r concent ra ted 
a t tacks on the o u t w a r d - b o u n d convoy to G i b r a l t a r ment ioned in las t week ' s 
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Resume, a n d i t is e s t ima ted t h a t a t one t ime the re were as m a n y a s n i n e U-boats 
i n the vic ini ty . They sank th ree more sh ips a n d a tug , m a k i n g a to ta l of e igh t 
vessels, in a d d i t i o n to the Norweg ian Des t royer Bath a n d ELM. Corve t te Zinnia. 
A n o u t w a r d A t l a n t i c convoy was a t t a c k e d by U-boa t s to the w e s t w a r d of 
I r e l a n d (R) and a t least four ships were sunk. One sh ip , d i spersed from an 
o u t w a r d convoy, w a s torpedoed and sunk i n the N o r t h - W e s t e r n Approaches . One 
sh ip w a s damaged by a mine off P a n t e l l a r i a and ano the r w a s shelled by a U-boa t 
on passage from M a l t a to G ib ra l t a r . One sh ip was m i n e d a n d sunk in the R i v e r 
Orwell . A r a i d e r sank a D u t c h sh ip off t h e Ga lapagos I s l a n d s on the 17th a n d 
probably a second vessel two days la te r . 

Protection of Seaborne Trade. 
12. D u r i n g the week end ing t h e 27 th A u g u s t 1,079 ships, inc lud ing 214 

Al l ied and 32 neu t ra l , were convoyed. F o u r a n t i - a i r c r a f t sh ips , n i n e armed 
merchan t cruisers , s ixty destroyers a n d n ine ty sloops, corvettes a n d minesweepers 
were employed on escort dut ies . 

I m p o r t s in to Grea t B r i t a i n by sh ips in convoy d u r i n g the week e n d i n g 
t h e 23rd A u g u s t to ta l led 1,373,683 tons, compared w i t h 618,817 tons d u r i n g the 
previous week a n d a n average of 892,743 tons d u r i n g the p a s t 10 weeks. Oil 
impor t s amounted to 492,902 tons in 45 t anke r s . M i n e r a l impor t s were 344,120 
tons, of which 218,116 tons were steel, s c rap i ron, p i g i ron a n d i ron ore . W o o d 
a n d p u l p impor t s were 51.121 tons a n d cereal impor t s were 216,342 tons, of wh ich 
11,140 tons were r ice. Twenty-s ix sh ips were fully l a d e n w i t h g r a i n . O the r 
food impor t s to ta l led 201,816 tons, t h e p r i n c i p a l commodit ies being : suga r a n d 
molasses, 88,619 tons ; r e f r ige ra t ed a n d t i nned meat , bacon a n d hams, 38,869 t o n s ; 
evapora ted a n d t i n n e d milk. 11,016 t o n s ; l a r d a n d fa t s , 9,914 tons ; cheese, 6,116 
tons ; dr ied, t i nned and fresh f ru i t , 8,883 tons . I m p o r t s of machinery , a i r c ra f t , 
motor- lorr ies , a m m u n i t i o n a n d a i r c r a f t were sa t i s fac tory . 

British Minelaying. 

13. On the 21st A u g u s t the F r e e F r e n c h s u b m a r i n e Rubis l a id 18 mines off 
t he Norweg ian coast a n d on the fol lowing d a y M.T .Bs . la id 8 off t he Be lg ian coast 
a n d H . M . S . Agammemnon l a id 624 off N o r t h Rona . On the 25 th A u g u s t H . M . 
Sh ips Southern Prince, Port Quebec and Adventure l a i d 1,390 in t h e Ice land ( C ) -
Fa roes Channel . The re has been considerable m i n e l a y i n g by a i r c r a f t off the 
F r e n c h Biscay por ts , the G e r m a n N o r t h Sea coast a n d in the W e s t e r n Bal t ic . I n 
t h e M e d i t e r r a n e a n H . M . S . Manxman l a id 156 mines on t h e 24 th A u g u s t . 

Enemy Minelaying, British Minesweeping. 
Home Waters. 

14. Mine lay ing by a i r c r a f t was aga in on a small scale a n d was ca r r i ed out 
only on a l t e rna t i ve n igh t s . On four n i g h t s d u r i n g t h e week mine lay ing w a s 
suspected off the E a s t coast from the N o r t h F o r e l a n d to the F i r t h of F o r t h a n d 
off Mi l fo rd H a v e n . 

Twenty-one g r o u n d mines have been destroyed d u r i n g the week. The mine 
to ta l s are :—magne t i c 1,345, acoustic 949, a n d contact 1,022. 

Foreign Waters. 
T w o dangerous a r e a s have been declared a n d a searched channel es tabl ished 

a t Bey rout . N e w searched channels have been es tabl ished a t Rangoon and 
P e n a n g . 

Enemy Merchant Shipping. 

15. F i n n i s h broadcas t s have s t a t e d t h a t t h e F i n n i s h Hogland (4,360 tons), 
w i t h a cargo of i ron ore for a G e r m a n por t , w a s to rpedoed a n d sunk off the coast 
of N o r w a y on the 17th A u g u s t . 

T h e G e r m a n Government h a s offered to sell the Montevideo (6,675 tons) a n d 
t h e Windhuk (16,662 tons), both i m B r a z i l i a n por t s , to the B r a z i l i a n Government . 



T h e I t a l i a n Barbarigo (5,295 tons) i s re l iably r epo r t ed to have been sunk. 
T h e pu rchase by the A r g e n t i n e Government of the s ix teen I t a l i a n s h i p s in 

A r g e n t i n e po r t s w a s completed on the 25 th A u g u s t . 

Intell igence. 
Russia. 

16. Odessa is be ing supp l i ed from Sebastopol by about one sh ip pe r day . 
I t is r e p o r t e d t h a t minesweepers a n d o the r smal l c ra f t have been collected by the 
enemy in Bes sa r ab i an po r t s . 

U.S.A. 
17. T h e two G e r m a n a n d twenty-seven I t a l i a n m e r c h a n t sh ips t aken over 

by the U n i t e d S ta t e s Governmen t a re be ing t r a n s f e r r e d to the P a n a m a n i a n flag, 
a l t h o u g h they wil l be kep t u n d e r the control of the M a r i t i m e Commission. T h e 
th i r ty -seven D a n i s h sh ips in the U .S .A. a r e t o be requ i s i t ioned by the M a r i t i m e 
Commission. 

M I L I T A R Y S I T U A T I O N . 

(An out l ine m a p showing A x i s o p e r a t i o n s aga in s t R u s s i a is inc luded 
in th i s Resume as a n inset.) 

Russo-German Campaign. 
18. O u t s t a n d i n g events of t h e week were a n advance by the F i n n s to w i t h i n 

a few miles of V i i p u r i , a G e r m a n advance in the B a l t i c a r e a t h r e a t e n i n g t h e 
M o s c o w - L e n i n g r a d r a i l w a y a n d L e n i n g r a d itself, and a ser ious d r ive sou th ­
e a s t w a r d s n e a r Gomel combined w i t h an a t t e m p t to outf lank K i e v from the n o r t h 
by a n advance n o r t h - e a s t w a r d f rom the Koros t en -Kiev r a i l w a y . 

E x c e p t for Odessa a n d a few b r idgeheads held by Soviet forces wes t of t h e 
Dn iepe r , t he a r ea of the U k r a i n e w i t h i n the bend of t h i s r iver , f rom j u s t below 
Kiev sou thwards , is i n G e r m a n hands . 

Finland. 
19. T h e F i n n s now c la im to be ho ld ing the eas te rn b a n k of the R ive r V u o k s i 

from E n s o to K iy inn i emi . T h i s impl ies t h a t the R u s s i a n s in the east of t h e 
I s t h m u s have r e t i r ed south of t h e w a t e r defences of the fo rmer M a n n e r h e i m L i n e . 

A big-scale a t t a c k on V i i p u r i has developed from t h e wes t and nor th . T h e 
Rive r Vuoks i has been forded a t A u t r e a a n d F i n n i s h forces claim to be w i t h i n 
a few miles of V i i p u r i . 

The Baltic Front. 
20. T h e G e r m a n effort d u r i n g the p a s t week has been concen t ra ted on t h e 

d r ive e a s t w a r d s n o r t h of L a k e I lmen w h i c h has resu l ted in a f u r t h e r advance 
east of t h e R ive r L u g a a n d the fa l l of Novgorod. These cons t i tu t e a very se r ious 
t h r e a t to the M o s c o w - L e n i n g r a d r a i lway a n d L e n i n g r a d itself. 

Sou th of L a k e I l m e n the re has been l i t t l e apprec iab le change . 

White Russia. 
2 1 . The re has been no e a s t w a r d advance on th i s f ront . 

Ukraine. 
22. D u r i n g the p a s t week the mos t ser ious development on th i s f ron t h a s 

been the south-eas ter ly advance of s t rong G e r m a n a r m o u r e d a n d motor ised forces 
t h r o u g h Gomel. T h i s dr ive is believed a l r e a d y to have p e n e t r a t e d in to the e x t r e m e 
no r the rn d i s t r i c t s of the U k r a i n e . 

23. S imul taneous ly w i t h th i s d r ive f rom the nor th , G e r m a n forces have 
advanced n o r t h - e a s t w a r d s n o r t h of Kiev, a n d there a r e ind ica t ions t h a t t h e 
crossing of the R i v e r Dnieper , nea r the confluence of t h e R i v e r P r i p e t , h a s been 
effected. T h u s , both K iev itself and t h e Soviet forces be tween Gomel a n d K i e v 
are t h r e a t e n e d s imul taneous ly w i t h envelopment from the n o r t h a n d f rom t h e 



south, a n d the cont inued advance from the n o r t h would t u r n the l ine of the 
Dnieper . 

24. Ope ra t ions w i t h i n the bend of the Dnieper , a imed a t e l i m i n a t i n g all 
b r idgeheads held by Soviet forces on the r i g h t bank, a re believed to have been 
very largely successful. A t the same t ime there is no confirmation of the G e r m a n s 
hav ing secured b r idgeheads on the left bank, t hough a s t rong effort is be ing m a d e 
to do so nea r D n e p r o p e t r o v s k , wh ich the Germans c la imed on the 2 t6h A u g u s t to 
have t aken . 

Odessa r ema ins in R u s s i a n h a n d s . 

Opera t ions . 
Libya	 and Egypt. 

25. D u r i n g the ear l ier p a r t of the week p a t r o l l i n g ac t iv i ty in t h e W e s t e r n 
Deser t w a s cu r t a i l ed by a heavy sands torm. The u sua l minor ac t i v i t y on both 
sides, i nc lud ing da i ly a n d n i g h t l y bombing of Tobruk , h a s been m a i n t a i n e d . 

A byssinia. 
26. A serious explosion took place on the 22nd A u g u s t in the N a v a l ba r r acks 

a t Assab, caus ing the dea th of four E u r o p e a n s a n d w o u n d i n g several o thers . 
There w a s some suspicion of a delayed-act ion mine, a n d a cou r t of e n q u i r y is 
being held. 

East A frica. 
27. I t has been decided to form a new command i n E a s t A f r i c a , to come 

in to effect on t h e 15th September . T h i s command wi l l comprise all t e r r i to r i e s 
south .of t h e Sudan border a n d n o r t h of the Sou the rn Rhodes i an border , and 
wil l be commanded by L ieu t . -Genera l S i r W . P l a t t . 

Persia. 
28. Successful m i l i t a r y opera t ions , combined w i t h a R u s s i a n invas ion from 

the nor th , cu lmina ted in an o rde r from the S h a h t h a t all res is tance should cease. 
29. I n the ear ly m o r n i n g of t h e 25 th A u g u s t our forces crossed t h e P e r s i a n 

f ront ier . The a t t a c k was c a r r i e d ou t by two columns :— 

(a)	 The Southern Column o p e r a t i n g f rom B a s r a in co-opera t ion w i t h the 
Roya l Navy, consisted of :— 

8 I n d i a n Divis ion. 

13 D.C.O. Lance r s . 


(&) The Northern Column o p e r a t i n g from K h a n a q u i n , consisted of :— 
9 A r m d . Bde . 

1 4 / 2 0 H u s s a r s . 

1/5 G u r k h a Rifles. 

2 / 7 G u r k h a Rifles. 

21 I n d i a n Inf . Bde . (less one bn.) a n d s u p p o r t i n g a r m s . 


By the end of the first d a y the Sou the rn Column h a d c a p t u r e d the oil refinery 
a t A b a d a n , wh ich was u n d a m a g e d , a n d the town of K h u r r a m s h a h r . T h e p o r t of 
B a n d a r S h a h p u r su r rendered to t w o companies of 3 / 1 0 Ba luch Reg t . co-opera t ing 
w i t h the Royal Navy. 

One company of 3 /10 B a l u c h Reg t . was l anded by a i r i n the oilfields area 
for the p ro tec t ion of B r i t i s h employees. 

The N o r t h e r n Column h a d c a p t u r e d the oilfield a t N a f t - i - S h a h a n d the town 
of Qas r - i -Sh i r in , a f te r mee t ing some oppos i t ion . O u r casual t ies were no t severe. 

30. B y the end of the second day the 24 th I n d i a n I n f a n t r y B r i g a d e , in 
the South , h a d advanced for ty miles t owards A h w a z . I n the N o r t h , our forces 
h a d occupied Gi l an (South of the P a i - T a k pass) a n d were con t inu ing t h e advance 
in the d i rec t ion of S h a n a b a d . 



Intelligence. 
Germany. 

31 . I t is believed t h a t there a r e s t i l l 26 G e r m a n div is ions i n F r a n c e a n d an 
ana lys is of t h e identif ied divisions h a s led to the fol lowing deduc t ions :— 

32. T h i s g a r r i s o n consists of Reserve, L a n d w e h r , E r s a t z a n d L a n d e s ­
schutzen d iv i s ions which are composed genera l ly of e lder ly reservis ts , men of low 
medica l ca tegory a n d r a w recru i t s . These fo rma t ions a re no t of h i g h fighting­
value a n d p robab ly lack modern e q u i p m e n t . 

I t appea r s , therefore , t h a t the t o t a l of 26 divis ions inc ludes a considerable 
number wh ich a r e of value only for i n t e r n a l secur i ty purposes , a n d t h a t the 
effective field force seems unl ikely to exceed 10-15 divis ions . 

33. T h e r e a r e probably now four t a n k ba t t a l i ons in F r a n c e , recent ly 
formed a n d st i l l comple t ing t r a i n i n g ; two each in t h e areas . B o r d e a u x - B a y o n n e 
and P a r i s ; those in t h e P a r i s a r ea a re ce r t a in ly e q u i p p e d w i t h F r e n c h t anks . 

Spain. 
34. T h e G e r m a n s a re s t i l l i m p r o v i n g communica t ions a n d es t ab l i sh ing 

dumps nea r the F r a n c o - S p a n i s h f ron t ie r . I n a d d i t i o n to these long- te rm p re ­
pa ra t i ons , i t is r e p o r t e d t h a t the F r e n c h coast from B i a r r i t z s o u t h w a r d s t o t h e 
S p a n i s h f ron t i e r has been dec lared a forb idden zone a n d is to be completely 
evacuated of i ts c iv i l i an popula t ion . T h e m a r k e d increase in heavy coast defence 
a r t i l l e ry a long t h a t coast revealed by a i r reconnaissance sugges ts t h a t t h i s 
measure m a y be due to fear of a n a t t e m p t e d B r i t i s h l and ing , r a t h e r t h a n an 
ind ica t ion of ea r ly G e r m a n act ion a g a i n s t Spa in . 

Far East. 
35. T h e p re sen t d i s t r ibu t ion of J a p a n e s e Div i s ions is believed to be as 

follows :— 
Divisions. 

M a n c h u k u o . . . . . . 21 
K o r e a .. . ... - - 2 
S a k h a l i n . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
J a p a n ... ... - - 14 
N . C h i n a .. . 3 
C. C h i n a 10 
S. C h i n a (Canton A r e a ) 2 
F o r m o s a 
H a i n a n ... ... . . . 2 
F r e n c h I n d o - C h i n a (South) . . . 2 

T o t a l ... 61 
36. N o confirmation has been received t h a t the J a p a n e s e t roops in S o u t h e r n 

I n d o - C h i n a exceed the two div is ions wh ich i t is k n o w n have been sent the re , a n d 
the i r s t r e n g t h is probably a p p r o x i m a t e l y 50,000. 

A I R S I T U A T I O N . 

General Review. 


37. T h e resu l t s of our n i g h t opera t ions aga in s t G e r m a n y were difficult t o 
observe owing to poor visibil i ty, a n d the re is l i t t le of impor t ance to record f rom 
the H o m e F r o n t . 

G e r m a n ac t iv i ty over th i s count ry w a s aga in on a small scale. 

Our a i r c r a f t co-operated w i t h o the r forces in the ope ra t ions in P e r s i a . 


Germany and Occupied Territory. 
Day. 

38. Bomber Command despa tched 110 sorties, compared w i t h 157 l a s t week, 
and d ropped 23 tons of H . E . bombs a n d 86 incend ia r i e s by day. F i g h t e r 
Command flew 1,071 a i r c r a f t sort ies in t h e course of offensive o p e r a t i o n s over 
Nor the rn F r a n c e a n d the N e t h e r l a n d s a n d aga in s t s h i p p i n g . 



Twelve Blenheims, escorted by long- range fighters, successfully a t t a cked 
I j m u i d e n I r o n and Steel W o r k s ; all bombs h i t the t a r g e t a n d bu r s t s were seen 
on the ro l l ing mill , warehouse , cooling tower a n d o ther bu i ld ings . 

39. A n a t t a ck by W h i r l w i n d fighters on aerodromes a t M a u p e r t u s a n d 
L a n n i o n resul ted in the des t ruc t ion on the g r o u n d of 13 enemy bombers. A 
f u r t h e r four bombers w e r e damaged a n d six fighters, also on the ground , were 
a t t a c k e d w i t h cannon fire. 

40. A i r c r a f t of F i g h t e r Command, in a d d i t i o n to p r o v i d i n g escorts, ca r r i ed 
out a number of offensive sweeps over enemy t e r r i to ry , involving a to ta l of 
89 s q u a d r o n sorties. I n most cases, G e r m a n fighter fo rmat ions seemed unwi l l i ng 
to give combat except unde r very favourable c i rcumstances . On the occasions 
w h e n combats took place, our fighters des t royed 14 of them, probably destroyed 15 
a n d d a m a g e d 15. Considerable A . A . fire w a s encountered and , d u r i n g the week, 
we lost 31 fighters, four p i lo ts being rescued. (These casual t ies include those 
i n c u r r e d d u r i n g a t t acks on sh ipp ing , see Coas ta l Opera t ions . ) 

Night. 
4 1 . Bomber Command despa tched 554 sort ies, compared w i t h 878 in the 

p rev ious week. Opera t ions were considerably h a m p e r e d t h r o u g h o u t the week by 
pe r s i s t en t bad wea the r a n d on two n i g h t s h a d to be cancelled. T h e m a i n we igh t 
of our offensive was a g a i n concent ra ted on i n d u s t r i a l a n d r a i l w a y centres in 
G e r m a n y . T h e to ta l of 525 tons of H . E . bombs a n d 44,545 incendiar ies re leased 
d u r i n g ' the per iod u n d e r review shows a considerable reduc t ion , due to the 
p r e v a i l i n g wea ther , below the previous week. A number of the heaviest t ype 
bombs were employed a n d in all the ma jo r a t t acks numerous l a r g e fires were left 
b u r n i n g . 

42. M a n n h e i m w a s r a i d e d on th ree occasions, d u r i n g which a to ta l of 187 
tons of H . E . bombs a n d 13,650 incendia r ies were d r o p p e d ; two 4,000 lb. bombs 
w h i c h fell near t h e i n d u s t r i a l d i s t r i c t created huge explosions followed by 
enormous fires. A series of cont inued explosions elsewhere in the same a rea w a s 
also repor ted . Cologne w a s heavi ly a t t acked on one n i g h t (90 tons of H E  . bombs 
a n d 6,500 incendiar ies) . L i g h t e r scale a t t a c k s were ca r r i ed out aga in s t 
Diisseldorf, K a r l s r u h e a n d on the docks a t H a v r e . 

United Kingdom. 

43. F i g h t e r Command flew a total of 2,534 sort ies (719 pa t ro l s ) by day and 
476 sort ies (313 pat ro ls ) by n i g h t ; the l a t t e r to ta ls inc lude dusk and d a w n 
ope ra t ions . Cross -Channel offensive opera t ions a n d s h i p p i n g pa t ro l s accoun t for 
the bulk of our effort. 

44. The opera t ions ca r r i ed out by the G e r m a n A i r Force u n i t s based on the 
W e s t e r n F r o n t were on a small scale a n d w i t h o u t any special f e a t u r e The 
bombing of l and t a r g e t s a t n i g h t w a s very ineffective. Mos t of the inc iden ts 
occur red in the E a s t e r n Count ies a n d were m a i n l y the work of long- range n i g h t 
f ighters. 

Coastal Operations. 

45. Coas ta l Command flew 204 pa t ro l s (382 sort ies) a n d provided escorts 
for 49 convoys (219 a d d i t i o n a l sorties). S h i p p i n g pro tec t ion pa t ro l s c a r r i ed out 
by F i g h t e r Command tota l led 529 (1,176 sorties). 

46. A i r c r a f t of Bomber Command, sometimes w i t h fighter protect ion, 
searched for and a t t a cked enemy sh ipp ing . Off I j m u i d e n , Blenheims sank a 
7,500-ton m e r c h a n t vessel i n convoy a n d a 500-ton r e p o r t i n g vessel, and scored 
h i t s on five other vessels of a to ta l t onnage of about 14,500 tons. A 3,500-ton 
m e r c h a n t vessel in convoy off Norde rney a n d two 700-ton t r a w l e r s nea r Ca la i s 
were also h i t . 

47. Fo r ty - two a i r c r a f t were engaged i n l ay ing sea-mines off Brest , Lor ien t , 
St. N a z a i r e a n d the F r i s i a n I s l ands a n d in the W e s t e r n Ba l t i c . 



48. G e r m a n ope ra t i ons d u r i n g d a y l i g h t were a lmost whol ly confined to 
oversea reconnaissance . T h e Condor u n i t o p e r a t i n g f rom B o r d e a u x was act ive 
over the A t l a n t i c wes t of E i r e , due wes t f rom B o r d e a u x and to the south-west , 
off the ooast of P o r t u g a l . F e w s h i p p i n g a t t a c k s were c a r r i e d o u t d u r i n g the 
week, a l t h o u g h most of the offensive effort w a s d i rec ted to th i s phase of 
opera t ions . One day l igh t a t t a c k was m a d e off t he Faroes , a n d five were m a d e a t 
dusk off E a s t A n g l i a , St . D a v i d ' s H e a d , Ho ly I s land , the Smal ls a n d E a s t 
Scotland. 

Central Mediterranean. 
49. A t t a c k s were m a d e on T r ipo l i (L) on five n i g h t s ; We l l i ng tons o p e r a t i n g 

f rom M a l t a m a d e a to t a l of 52 sor t ies a n d d ropped over 86 tons of H . E . a n d 
incend ia ry bombs. These a t t acks , wh ich were most successful, we re concen t ra ted 
on the h a r b o u r area , a n d on m i l i t a r y stores a n d supply d u m p s . D i r e c t h i t s were 
made on quay warehouses , w h i c h were probably destroyed, a n d some very exten­
sive fires were r epor t ed in the h a r b o u r a n d i n m i l i t a r y supp ly d u m p a r e a ; d a m a g e 
was also caused to s h i p p i n g a n d ha rbour ins ta l l a t ions , a n d one m e r c h a n t vessel 
was subsequent ly revealed to have a b roken back and to be sunk a longside the 
S p a n i s h Quay . 

50. Some successful a t t a c k s were a g a i n c a r r i e d ou t a g a i n s t s h i p p i n g p l y i n g 
between Sici ly and the A f r i c a n Coast . T w o Blenheims m a d e th ree h i t s on a 
4,000-ton m e r c h a n t vessel no r th -eas t of K e r k e n a , which was c la imed to be s u n k ; 
un fo r tuna t e ly , one of these a i r c r a f t h i t t h e m a s t and c rashed i n flames. T w o 
schooners w i t h an escort vessel were a t t a c k e d a n d destroyed by four Blenheims 
in the Gul f of S id ra . On ano the r occasion a bomb exploded on the deck of a 
m e r c h a n t vessel of 1,000 tons, a n d a schooner was mach ine -gunned a n d left 
s ink ing . O t h e r Blenheims, unab le to locate any enemy s h i p p i n g , m a d e a n a t t a c k 
on lor r ies t r ave l l ing on t h e T r i p o l i ( L ) - B e n g h a z i road. A n i g h t a t t a c k on the 
2 7 t h / 2 8 t h A u g u s t by nava l Swordfish resu l ted in one h i t on a vessel of 
8,000 t o n s ; t h i s was followed by flashes a n d a r e d glow. 

51 . T h e enemy m a d e t w o minor a t t a c k s on M a l t a by n igh t . On the 
second of these two a i r c r a f t believed to be J u . 88s were seriously d a m a g e d 
by H u r r i c a n e s . D u r i n g d a y l i g h t on the 26 th A u g u s t , n ine Macch i 200s were 
i n t e r cep ted by H u r r i c a n e s 50 miles f rom t h e i s l and ; th ree were shot down, one 
fa l l ing on to a vi l lage in Sici ly, a n d two o the r s were probably destroyed, for the 
loss of one of our a i r c r a f t . 

Egypt and Cyrenaica. 
52. F o u r n i g h t a t t a c k s were made on B e n g h a z i ; these were effective, a l t h o u g h 

they were on a small scale. D u r i n g d a y l i g h t on the 21st A u g u s t , 12 M a r y l a n d s 
accompanied by fighters bombed G a m b u t a n d M e n a s t i r ; on the r e t u r n jou rney they 
were i n t e r cep ted over S i d i B a r r a n i a n d two M a r y l a n d s were shot down. T w o 
ra ids by a to ta l of 11 M a r y l a n d s were ca r r i ed o u t on a concen t ra t ion of A . F . V . S 
nea r R a s U e n n a (46 mi les E a s t of Tobruk) a n d m a n y d i rec t h i t s were m a d e on the 
t a rge t . A n o t h e r good a t t a c k w a s m a d e by n i n e M a r y l a n d s on a l a r g e enemy d u m p 
near B a r d i a . 

53. F i g h t e r s con t inued to p rov ide s h i p p i n g pro tec t ion pa t ro l s . O n the 
21st A u g u s t a series of a t t a c k s were a t t e m p t e d by a to ta l of 50 to 60 G e r m a n 
a i rc ra f t , i nc lud ing fighters. These were in te rcep ted by T o m a h a w k s a n d 
H u r r i c a n e s , who des t royed t w o Me. 110s, p robably des t royed four Me. 110s a n d 
damaged e igh t o the r s ; t w o H u r r i c a n e s a re miss ing a n d one T o m a h a w k w a s shot 
down. On other occasions, wh i l s t p a t r o l l i n g over nava l u n i t s off S id i B a r r a n i , 
T o m a h a w k s dest royed two J u . 88s, t h ree Me . 109s, and probably des t royed a t h i r d 
J u . 88. 

54. The enemy c a r r i e d ou t one n i g h t a t t a c k a g a i n s t A l e x a n d r i a a n d some 
sl ight d a m a g e was caused in the na t i ve q u a r t e r south of the ha rbour , b u t most of 
the bombs fell in t h e sea. Smal l a n d unsuccessful r a i d s were also m a d e on P o r t 
Said, I s m a i l i a a n d M e r s a M a t r u h . T h e aerodrome a t I s m a i l i a w a s bombed on 
the 2 6 t h / 27 th A u g u s t , a n d one a i r c r a f t w a s destroyed on the! g round , a n d d a m a g e 
was caused to a i r force p r o p e r t y . 



55. T h e enemy day l igh t ac t iv i ty w a s va r i ed and more extensive t h a n of la te . 
M a c h i n e - g u n n i n g a t t acks were m a d e by s ingle a i r c r a f t on our fo rward posi t ions, 
a n d high-level a t t acks by J u , 88s. a n d dive-bombing a t t a c k s by J u . 87s were made 
on Tobruk a n d on s h i p p i n g in the h a r b o u r ; seven l ong - r ange bombers a t t a cked 
A l e x a n d r i a , a n d to the n o r t h of P o r t S a i d a h i t w a s made on a t a n k e r w i t h a 
torpedo. A t r awle r and a t anke r were sunk in T o b r u k ha rbou r , a n d a t anke r was 
damaged , b u t the agg rega t e a m o u n t of d a m a g e d u r i n g these a t t a c k s was no t 
serious. 

56. Exper ience has shown t h a t per iods of ac t iv i ty by the G e r m a n A i r Force 
such a s t h a t under review a re invar iab ly preceded and followed by spells of 
compara t ive quiet , and i t is considered t h a t difficulties of supp ly a n d the m a i n ­
tenance of serviceabil i ty of a i r c r a f t make i t impossible for in tens ive opera t ions 
to be ca r r i ed out by the M e d i t e r r a n e a n force for more t h a n a shor t t ime. W h i l e 
the work of the I t a l i a n A i r Force cont inues to be r a t h e r u n e n t e r p r i s i n g , i t is of 
considerable value to the German A i r Force in the M e d i t e r r a n e a n and would be 
a b ig fac tor in event of ma jo r opera t ions in the M e d i t e r r a n e a n . 

Persia. 
57. On the 25th A u g u s t , H u r r i c a n e s a n d G l a d i a t o r s covered the advance 

of our troops, and a t t acked A h w a z ae rodrome; th i s t a r g e t w a s also bombed by 
six Blenheims. A t least five enemy a i r c r a f t were destroyed a n d two o the r s 
damaged, a n d h a n g a r s were h i t w i t h bombs and set on fire. O n the following day 
a f u r t h e r machine-gun a t t a c k was m a d e by fighters a n d six o ther enemy a i r c r a f t 
were damaged . 

58. Blenheims ope ra t i ng from I r a q released p a m p h l e t s on Teheran , K a s w i n 
a n d o ther localit ies. A i r b o r n e t roops were successfully l a n d e d for the pro tec t ion 
of B r i t i s h famil ies of t h e A n g l o - I r a n i a n Oil Company. O n the 26 th A u g u s t 
11 Blenheims a t t acked enemy gun pos i t ions on t h e P a i - T a k P a s s , where all bombs 
fell in the t a r g e t a rea . V incen t s ca r r i ed ou t t ac t i ca l reconnaissances . 

East Africa. 
59. A i r c r a f t of the Royal A i r Force a n d South A f r i c a n A i r Force cont inued 

to a t t ack m i l i t a r y t a r g e t s in the Wolchefit and Debarech areas , a n d m a n y d i rec t 
h i t s we re observed. Bombs were also d ropped on bu i ld ings a n d M . T . vehicles a t 
Azozo aerodrome. 

Russia. 
Russian Air Operations. 

60. The Russ i an A i r Force cont inues to offer s t rong opposi t ion to the 
G e r m a n s in all sectors. 

. 

6 1 . T h e H e a d of t h e B r i t i s h M i l i t a r y Miss ion to Moscow vis i ted the ba t t l e 
a rea a r o u n d Smolensk on the 20 th A u g u s t . Several G e r m a n dive-bombers were 
seen o p e r a t i n g aga ins t advanced elements , and a number of sort ies of R u s s i a n 
bombers in flights of about s ix were seen o p e r a t i n g a g a i n s t objectives in the r ea r 
of the enemy. A considerable a m o u n t of a i r ac t iv i ty w a s t a k i n g place, a l though 
no ac tua l combats were witnessed, and the re a p p e a r e d to be as m a n y R u s s i a n 
a i r c r a f t o p e r a t i n g in the area as G e r m a n . 

62. The Russ i an air a t t a ck on t h e r a i l w a y b r idge a t Cernovoda, in 
Rouman ia , on the 11th A u g u s t w a s very successful. No t only w a s the b r idge 
hi t , b u t also the p ipe- l ine supp ly ing oil to the p o r t of Cons tanza . R e p o r t s of 
the serviceabil i ty of the d a m a g e d b r idge vary , b u t the most op t imis t i c one received 
s ta tes t h a t only one t r a i n per day can cross i t in each di rec t ion. A l l traffic from 
Bucha res t and the res t of R o u m a n i a to the i m p o r t a n t Black Sea p o r t of 
Cons tanza mus t pass over t h i s b r idge . 

63 . Tes t pi lots work ing a t the C e n t r a l A e r o H y d r o D y n a m i c a l I n s t i t u t e 
a r e employed a t n igh t on n i g h t fighter defence du t i e s flying M. I .G . a i rc ra f t . 
They ope ra t e in special n igh t fighter sectors. The a i r c r a f t a r e not controlled 
from the ground, b u t find the i r way back to t he i r own aerodromes by observat ion 
of the searchl ight layout , of wh ich they a r e previously in formed. These pi lots 
have accounted for a considerable p ropor t i on of t h e G e r m a n a i r c r a f t b rough t 
down in n i g h t r a i d s over Moscow. 



German Air Operations. 
64. On the sou thern Sector of the front , fol lowing t h e occupa t ion of most 

of t h e a rea west of t h e D n i e p e r bend w i t h t h e except ion of Odessa a n d l imi ted 
a reas a t ce r t a in b r idgeheads , i t is t h o u g h t t h a t t he G e r m a n A i r Force is now 
m a i n l y engaged in e s t ab l i sh ing itself a t new f o r w a r d bases p r e p a r a t o r y to the 
n e x t p h a s e of opera t ions . These a re l ikely to be e i ther t h e a t t e m p t e d cross ing 
of the Dn iepe r or possibly a n a t t a c k on the Cr imea , wh ich , if left in tac t , wou ld 
p r o v i d e a powerfu l R u s s i a n base in t h e flank of any f u r t h e r p rogress across 
the r iver . 

65. I n the K iev a r ea l i t t l e p rogress has been made a n d t h e s t r e n g t h of the 
R u s s i a n A i r Force h a s been effective i n h a r a s s i n g the G e r m a n t roops. The 
a d v a n c e i n t h e Gomel sector, on t h e o the r h a n d , h a s been s t rong ly s u p p o r t e d by 
dive-bomber a n d fighter u n i t s ; t h e l a t t e r a re known t o be a c t i n g also as fighter­
bombers c a r r y i n g bombs u p to 50 Kg . 

66 . L e n i n g r a d h a s become the i m m e d i a t e objective on t h e n o r t h e r n p a r t 
of the f ron t a n d i t is e s t ima ted t h a t in t h i s Sector the G e r m a n A i r Force h a s a 
s t r e n g t h of a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1,000 a i r c r a f t , ha l f of wh ich consis t of bomber a n d 
bomber-reconnaissance types . 

Visit to Aircraft Factory at Moscow. 
67. Members of the B r i t i s h A i r a n d Economic Miss ion p a i d a v i s i t t o 

No. 1 A e r o p l a n e Fac to ry a t Moscow on t h e 5 th A u g u s t , 1941. W h e n the Miss ion 
inspected the fac tory i t w a s w o r k i n g a t full o u t p u t , desp i t e the fac t t h a t the 
G e r m a n s c la im t h a t i t h a s been severely bombed in recen t a i r r a id s . 

One member of t h e Miss ion who h a d previously v i s i t ed t h i s fac tory in 1933, 
1935 and 1936, was g rea t ly impressed w i t h the vast ly improved o r g a n i s a t i o n 
which w a s evident . The re w a s a n a i r of order l iness a n d efficiency wh ich h a d 
been l a ck ing on previous v is i t s . I t is in th i s fac tory t h a t t he M . I . G . 3, the fas tes t 
R u s s i a n s ingle-seater fighter, is bui l t . 

H O M E S E C U R I T Y S I T U A T I O N . 
Genera l . 
By Day. 

68. On only two days d u r i n g the week were any bombs d ropped on l a n d in 
day l igh t . 

O n the 24 th A u g u s t bombs were d r o p p e d a t Ca i s t e r in Norfo lk a n d on a 
R . A . F . s i te a t G r e a t Bromley in Essex, b u t d a m a g e was negl ig ib le . 

O n the 25 th A u g u s t some s l ight d a m a g e w a s done w h e n bombs fell a t 
Ash ing ton , in the T y n e a rea , a t W h i t l e y Bay, a t H o r n s e a a n d a t Clee thorpes . 

By Ntght. 
69. Bombing h a s a g a i n been on a very small scale, a n d only s l igh t d a m a g e 

h a s been done. Twelve R . A . F . S t a t i o n s were a t t a cked d u r i n g the week w i t h o u t 
any apprec iab le damage being caused. 

O n the 2 2 n d / 2 3 r d A u g u s t the r a i l w a y t r ack a n d some t r u c k s a t R o u d h a m 
J u n c t i o n in Norfolk a n d p r i v a t e p r o p e r t y a t S p a l d i n g were d a m a g e d . 

S l igh t d a m a g e w a s done to houses a t R e t f o r d on t h e 2 4 t h / 2 5 t h a n d n e a r 
Pembroke a n d a t H a y l e in Cornwal l on the 2 5 t h / 2 6 t h . 

O n the 2 6 t h / 2 7 t h A u g u s t s l igh t d a m a g e w a s caused to p r o p e r t y a t M i l f o r d 
H a v e n a n d in the s u r r o u n d i n g d i s t r i c t s , a n d shops, houses a n d ' m a i n s were 
d a m a g e d a t M a r g a t e . T h e r a i l w a y s t a t i on a t W e s t g a t e w a s h i t a n d bo th l ines 
blocked by debr is . A t St . M a r y ' s in t h e Scilly Is les severa l houses were d a m a g e d 
a n d two people were ki l led, the only f a t a l casua l t i es r epo r t ed d u r i n g the week. 

Casual t ies . 

70. The casua l t i es for the week e n d i n g 0600 on the 27 th A u g u s t a r e 
e s t ima ted a t 2 ki l led a n d 9 seriously in ju red . There were no casua l t i e s in. 
London. 
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A P P E N D I X I Y . 


Merchant Ships (all sizes) lost by the enemy up to 25th August , 1951. 

German. I tal ian. Finnish . Together. 

- Gross Gross Gross GrossNo. No. No. No.Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. 

CaptureCapturedd oorr seizeseizedd 
Scut t l eScut t l edd oorr sunsunkk ........ 

67 
134 

307,000 
720,000 

46 
140 

218,000 
586,000 

12 
-iJ. 

34,000 
4,000 

125 
275 

559,000 
1,310,000 

UnidentifieUnidentifiedd shipshipss reportereportedd 
aass sunsunkk oorr destroyedestroyedd bbyy 
S/MS/M,, A/CA/C,, &c&c.. ( tonnag(tonnagee 
est imatedest imated)) 326 1,304,000 144 792,000 470 2,096,000 

527 2,331,000 330 1,596,000 13 38,000 870 3,965,000 

I n addition, 65 ships of 135,000 gross tons under e n e m y control or useful  to the e n e m y have 
been sunk. 

Also some 54 ships, totall ing 324,000 gross tons, have been placed under protect ive custody 
in Uni ted States and South American ports  to prevent sabotage by their crews. Some of this 
tonnage has been taken over and put into service  by the United S t a t e s and some by South 
American Republics . 

The losses of unidentif ied German ships include a number c la imed by the Russ ians . 

A P P E N D I X Y. 

Casualties to H.M. Auxil iary Vessels and to Naval Personnel. 
The following casual t ies have occurred  to H . M . a u x i l i a r y vessels d u r i n g the 

;p e r i o d unde r review :— -

August 22.-—M.G.B. 70 s l ight ly damaged by a i r a t t a c k off Lowestof t . 
One officer a n d 3 r a t i n g s wounded. 

August 23 .—Norwegian M / S T r a w l e r Kos XVI s u n k a f t e r collision 
w i t h H . M . Des t royer Wolsey off the Yorksh i r e coast. 

August 23 .—-A/P T r a w l e r Morgan Jones s l ight ly d a m a g e d by near ­
misses and mach ine -gun fire in a i r a t t a c k off the Tyne . 

August 25-M.L. 195 damaged by mine in en t r ance  to H u m b e r . 
The fol lowing casual t ies  to n a v a l officers a n d men have been r epo r t ed : — 

Officers : Ki l led 9. W o u n d e d 2. Mis s ing 8. 
R a t i n g s : Ki l led 79. W o u n d e d 10. Miss ing 1. 

These include 5 officers and 62 r a t i n g s lost  in ELM. C a n a d i a n Corvet te 
Picottee. 



A P P E N D I X Y I . 

Operational Aircraft Batt le Casualties. 

0600 hours, Thursday, 21st August , 1941, to 0600 hours, Thursday, 28th August , 
1941. 

Metropolitan Area. 
Royal Air Force. In the Air. On the Ground. 

Bombers . . . 19 

Fighters 31 

Coastal . . . :
. -f; 5 

Total Nil 
55 

4 fighter pi lots are safe. 

Probably
German. Destroyed. Destroyed. Damaged. 

Bombers -'.' 5 
Fighters 13 13 ii 
Miscel laneous 

Total 18 13 11 

N o account is taken of aircraft destroyed on the ground. 

Middle East . 
Royal A ir Force. In the Air. On the Ground. 

B o m b e r s . . . ... ' 2 -: 
F i g h t e r s . . . . . . . . . . . ;3 
Coastal 

Total 5 Nil 

Probably
German. Destroyed. Destroyed. Damaged. 

B o m b e r s ... 3 1 / 2 
F ighters ... 4 8 
Misce l laneous 1 2 

Total 12 

Of the above to ta l s , 1 bomber and 1 " m i s c e l l a n e o u s " aircraft were destroyed, 2 " m i s c e l ­
laneous " aircraft were probably destroyed, and 1 " misce l laneous " aircraft w a s d a m a g e d by 
A.A.' fire. 

I tal ian. 
B o m b e r s ... 

Fighters ... 2 

Miscel laneous 


Total 2 Nil 



A P P E N D I X Y I I . 

Air Attacks on Enemy Territory in Europe. 

Extracts from Recent Raid Assessment Reports. -

T h e following r epor t s of damage have been received d u r i n g t h e pas t week 
f rom a i r reconnaissance a n d In te l l igence sources :— 

Germany. 

Hanover.—As a resul t of the a t t a ck on the 3 r d / 4 t h Augus t , r a i lway 
communica t ion to W u n s t o r f a n d Bremen w a s severely dis located for two days 
a n d i n t h e Ha inho lz Goods S ta t ion 140 loaded wagons were des t royed and d a m a g e 
was severe. 

Karlsruhe.—In the r a i d on the 5 t h / 6 t h A u g u s t t h e m a i n s t a t ion a n d the 
goods s ta t ion were d a m a g e d a n d several, blocks of houses nea r the m a i n s t a t ion 
were destroyed. The largest brewery suffered heavily, t h e town ba r r acks w a s h i t 
a n d fires were caused in t h e i n d u s t r i a l p a r t of the town. 

Hamburg.—In t h e r a i d on the 2 n d / 3 r d A u g u s t considerable d a m a g e was 
caused i n the Reeperbahn St rasse , one of the m a i n streets in the . St . P a u l i d is t r ic t . 
A n i n f o r m a n t who has recent ly visi ted t h e ci ty confirms prev ious r epo r t s of 
damage in the h e a r t thereof. H e states t h a t t he i n h a b i t a n t s h a d been most 
impressed by the amount of des t ruc t ion caused to the Deutschever f t by a s ingle 
bomb. 

Cologne.—In pho tog raphs t aken on the 21st A u g u s t considerable p a r t s of the 
ci ty a r e obl i te ra ted by cloud. I t is no t possible therefore to ob ta in any idea of 
the rea l success of recent a t t acks . The p h o t o g r a p h s show, however, a severely 
d a m a g e d a rea in the Dom St rasse (to the n o r t h of the m a i n s ta t ion) , believed to 
have been caused by a 4,000-lb. bomb, a heavi ly damaged a r ea to the south of the 
c i ty l i b r a r y caused in the m a i n by fire, a n d a fu r the r such a r e a in the H e r t z o g 
S t rasse nea r by. 

Mannheim:—In the r a i d on the 2 2 n d / 2 3 r d Ju ly , B r o w n Bover i (electrical 
engineers) , the L a n z W o r k s ( ag r i cu l tu ra l equ ipmen t ) and two rayon fibre factor ies 
were al l h i t . 

Industrial.—Coal p roduc t ion in G e r m a n y is sa id to have decl ined by a th i rd , 
a n d a considerable p a r t of th i s decline is a t t r i b u t a b l e to R . A . F . ac t iv i ty . 

General.—The G e r m a n press , speak ing of t h e summer ho l iday traffic in 1940, 
s t a tes t h a t a sh i f t ing to d i s t r i c t s in t h e eas t of G e r m a n y which a re fa r removed 
from the f ron t l ine a n d n o t endange red by a i r r a i d s has become very noticeable. 
A compar i son of the number of n i g h t s spent by tour i s t s i n va r ious d i s t r i c t s w i th 
the summer of 1939 reveals the following changes -;-— ' 

Per cent. 
+ 17 

N . E . G e r m a n y . . . .  2 2 

Sude t en l and  " ' _ 5 

Cen t r a l G e r m a n y . . . _ g 

W e s t e r n G e r m a n y ^ 
N o r t h Ge rmany . . . . .... - - - - - - - 2 5 

Sou th G e r m a n y 

On several occasions recent ly t h e G e r m a n press has specifically d r a w n a t ten­
t ion to t h e increase i n casual t ies caused in a i r r a i d s by persons no t h a v i n g gone 
to shel ter , a n d these ar t ic les end w i th a n exhor ta t ion to a l l people to go to shelter 
as soon a s t h e w a r n i n g sounds. 



France. 
Lille Area.—Several r e p o r t s tell of t h e d a m a g e a n d effect of our r a i d s i n 

N o r t h F r a n c e . O w i n g to lack of power only ha l f of the p i t - heads a t Lens were 
w ork ing i n the first week of A u g u s t , those a t Moules were s topped on the 
27th J u l y for twelve days a n d factor ies in the Li l le d i s t r i c t a re s t a t ed t o be 
o p e r a t i n g a t about 50 p e r cent, capaci ty . T h e G e r m a n s have a p p r e c i a t e d t h i s 
s t oppage t o i n d u s t r y caused by our successful a t t acks on power s ta t ions , a n d a r e 
e rec t ing h i g h tens ion cables to enable t h e power resources of C e n t r a l F r a n c e to be 
b rough t i n t o p lay . 

P h o t o g r a p h s t a k e n d u r i n g t h e d a y l i g h t a t t a ck on t h e F ives Steel a n d 
E n g i n e e r i n g W o r k s on the 18th A u g u s t show d i rec t h i t s in t h e n o r t h a n d n o r t h ­
eas te rn p a r t s of the works . T h e p h o t o g r a p h s show the d a m a g e to t h e sou th p a r t 
of t h e works caused in p rev ious r a i d s . 












